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ji The Preface. 
more _—_— to feuds and to find out 
fitting remeaies for the cure of t at 
diſtemper, and _ - 64 » wk 
—_—_ that none are in ſuch a capacity © 
it as they. Thoſe doubtleſs owe 
more to op Peace of _ Churc that 
others, who have more ability and 
greater opportunities than others to pro- 
mote it, All this I take for grante 
Now more I think need not be ſaid 
than has been ſaid, and that abun- 


dantly and to evince both the 
| nei nd ty Peace and Unity 
int Chir, and nn 


TEE: 


our Church in this 
? Or is there no 
__ toy God will work a Miracke 


to 


t 


the leſs to 
the Kewer 
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If it ſhall be thought that it will not 
ſtand with the honour of our Superiours 
ſo far to condeſcend to the humours or 
the ſcruples of thoſe from whom wok 
might e — z get it 

ed,that _ they cannot t 
— gg of it , yet the Chrekes 
Peace thereby to be " ſought is worthy 1 
obtaine 


it, if by that means it may be 
it is not meet that I 


leFed for the 
mr po wow of 4a is no bed 


Chriſtian how great ſoever he may be, 
can think it any diminution to his ho- 
nour, to ſerve the Churches —_— 
which we all owe even our very 

What though this cannot be done per- 
haps without ſome in Ngo of 
that diſturbance which has been occ 
oned by them £ yet the good which in 
great probability they may do to them, 
and to the whole Church by by procuring 

its Peace by ſuch their feaſoon, 
is matter of far more ight and mo- 
ment, than the gratifying their own will 


in the contrary, and matter of more ho- 
nour 


: 
4 
: 
: 
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wour too. For in doing thus, they will 
have both the honour and the comfort of 
treading in the ſteps and imitating [4 
example of the great Lord and Maſter 
of us all, Chriſt Jeſus , and of his A- 
poſits : 4 thing worthy the ambition of 
the higheſt among Chriſtians. We then 
that are ({trong ought to bear the in- 
firmities of the weak, and not to pleaſe 
our ſelves; for even Chriſt pleaſed 
not himſelf, faith Sr. Paul. And St. 
Paul whoſe Chriſtian behaviour hath 
procured him renown through the whole 
C briſtian World, pre his own ex- 
ample thus to all high and low; even 
as I pleaſe all men in all things, not 
ſeeking mine own profit , but the 
profit of many. Beſides, the more 
eminent any is in the Church, the more 
be is obliged thereby to be ſerviceable to 
them that are beneath him in it , at 
what diſtance ſoever circumſtances have 


ſet them », becauſe he hath that eminen- 


cy for that very end. Whoſoever, ſaith 
our Saviour, will be t among you, 
{hall be your Miniſter : and whoſo- 
ever 
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ever of you will be the chiefeſt, ſhall 
be the ſervant of all. Even as I came 
(/49 +) not tbe maifeed ume, 
to muniſter. Theſe laft words opere 
the meaning of the former, which do in- 
timate, that ſuch is the nature and de- 
in the Church , that whoever 
deſires to be chief there , the 
greateſt burden ;, that is, of being fer- 
able to all the rei ſo far as bis ca- 
pacity will extend : even as our Lord 
the greateſt of all, was his as 
one that ſerveth,, ar he himſelf ſaith. 
Beſides, if by ſuch « ay 
en, go Regions 
breach, eſpecially of owe 
pap apenrmag vv. ct ge 


honour ſo great , as may well make the 
higheſt Chriſti biti 


In order to peace-making, it is wor- 
thy the impartial conſideration of our 
Superionrs, whether it can be duly 
thought that the Church is like to receive 
more benefit by continuing thoſe things 


in 


FH 
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the one been as uſeful and beneficial to 
the Church as the other, there's no ques+ 
ſtion but the .one would have been as 
expreſly commanded as the other. The 
one may be lawful, but cannot be ſo ne- 
ceſſary, becauſe not ſo beneficial as the 
other. All things conſidered then, it is 
highly probable at leaſt that we ſhall not 
be ſet further from Peace by ſuch an 
alteration, but be brought much nearer 
to it if not in full poſſeſſzon of it : how- 
ever that the gain will be more one way 
than the loſs can be another 5 and i v4 
that's enough to turn the ſcale of reſolu- 
tion, Since then on things which have 
been impoſed with an intent to pre 
Peace, TOmity, and good nee at 
Church, have produced the contrary ef- 
fe; that Peace, Unity, and good 
order ſeem to call loudly for ſome re- | 
laxation in theſe things. 

Two things ſeem neceſſary for 
the preſervation of the Church in Peace : 
the one reſpeiling the terms of entring 
into the Miniſtry and Communion 
the Church ;, the other the due el 

of 
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Diſcipline. As touching the Mini- 

, two things ſeem neceſſary in order 

to Peace. The one that ſuch as are ad- 
mitted into the Miniſtry, be duly qua- 
for it, to the end the people may 


ers, 
or — all 
1 heres done __t be done , it 
will be a difficult thing to confine men 
to attend an in On em 
in the intereſt => _ is ſo much 
concerned as t hend it to 
be : _ s one t Geog —avrag is, that 
nothing be woe them as a condi- 
tion of ——_ <4 Miniſtry that 
is of wn, or apt to 
create = , and but only 
ſuch which ever nec dlagb ale other 
wiſe nice and 


beſitation ſubmit unto. And i Ap aſs 


upon the e 
gr bye 


OO 


3 »pon the unexceptionableneſ; f the 


* terms of their Communion in t 
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faGion of ſuch Miniſters as they moſt 
affeld. 


Then as many the people , the 
Peace of the Church depends very much 


ub- 
lick worſhip. And therefore in —_ to 
the preſervation of this Peace, it ſcems 
neceſſary that care be taken to decline as 
much as may be, the impoſing under pe- 
nalties, the uſe of ſuch circumſtances in 
publick, worſhip as are apt to create 
doubts and Jerwpies in the weaker ſort : 
and to follow the plaineſt general rules 
in 05 relating to publick worſhip, 
and the example of the Primitive 
Church in the pureſt times; which muſt 
needs tend moſt to general ſatisfaGion 
both of the weak,and ſtrong, and to the 
holding them together in Peace and 
Love. . \ The weak in the Faith ſhould 
Ah ed with matters of doubt- 
iſputation, eſpecially jn the ck 
worſhip, #0 add, bp breach and Roe 
Serve Peace. Many things may be law- 
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Peace ſake may not be convenient to be 
impoſed, as that of kneelin ing at the 
Sacrament for inſtance. things 
that make both for Peace and Edifice 
tion , are to be lowed as in other 
fo eſpecially im the publick Wor- 
Veffed” d Saviour in his Do- 
Brine had refped# to what his Diſciples 
were able to bear , left otherwiſe they 


ſhould be ſeandalized at his Do@rine : 
and the ſame rule, and for the like rea- 
ſon, would be obſerved in things relating 
to the publick wor 


As tone ” the ID line of the 
Church in —-> to gong þ fog 
care would be _ to —_—_ and 
manage it , as that it attain 
this _ and _ hinder it. Toon Purr- 
5 os conſidered , whether to 

he fans of Dime for dame 
or omitting to do things neither good 
nor evil in their own nature, antecedent 
to that humane authority which forbids 
or cottnands them, does not tend more 
to hinder than to ſecure the Peace of | 
en anaon And whether it does not | 


more 
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more binder than further the Peace of 


proceeds 

L ſeruple of Conſcience , and 
Ba of Res a S's nd 
touching the what tr re« 
quired , thoug in # and in the 


nan grief. 1. 
t which t 

x/age , i by 6 — 
them to withdraw thenſcloes . 
and to fall in with others of their mind. 
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inſtance. in their not kneeling at the 
acrament, or the like, they might be 
brought in time to be better informed, as 
many by that means have been ;, or how- 
ever the Peace of the Church would be 
thereby better rd and ſeparation 
prevented. For foch little differences 
in the opinion and pradtice of perſons in 
ion in the ſame Churc 

well ey or Ln _ the Peace of Uh 
agree in the ſub- 

fra as Cirifh os Religion, The 

| between the believing Jews 
— way Fo about. meats, 
and days, and Circumciſion, were far 
greater than many if not than any of 
our. differences in the circumſtances 0 

worſhip : and yet they were to bear wit 
hug orga; in that fſornce, and. not 
Ws rae: beir Giferens Joes 
to 7 t = 

ments and pradtice upon each other. 
And is it not great pity that ſo excel- 
lent an Apoſtolical ck a; this (Rom. 
07 lrg von in Ec- | 
| Conſtitutions, and that the | 
po #77 Church 


Church ſhould ſuffer ſo much in its want 
of Peace, as + bed ove ft want” of 
ofreing this & -_ Dos 
befades, ſeverity D 

pline gorory indifferent xr me 
ceſſary in their own 14ture or of divine 
i pee 
Cc , purity of it #00, 
by rendering the ceuſures fe heres 
leſs. auguſt and leſ} regarded. For when 
men come to be ger Ween" 
not obſerving ſome little things” whic 
avowed not in their own 
nature, and which yet they really ſern- 
ple ;, their Conſcientes are not at all af 
feed with the Cenfures of the Church 
in this Caſe, as they be if "it were 
for notorious Crimes as for which, 
not for leſs than which, Excone- 
munication was inflited in the Primi- 
tive Church. if the 


minds 


« 3 
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winds and affections will be more alie- 
nated from it, and from the Church for 
the ſakes of it, as experience hath abur- 
dantly And when Excommu- 
TIES: 
flited for matters of donubt ſputa- 
tion '@s ah ey, vary ache wk 
groſs immoralities , if not rather 


aced thereby. Now the Cen- 


Jures of the Church 
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— and Purity of the Church 

gry 7 ae When the nature and 

þ of Church correFion is diſpro+ 

portionaze to the nature of the rp 
as when made as beavy for the 

leſſer offences n— it is 


wery apt to diſcourage and provoke the 
hofferer and to do hi ES 


bim to caſt off the cor of duty. 
Fathers boo of your Chil oof dep 


leſt they be dicounge fatb 3. Pal 
No cant Family in F atbers to their 


produce this i effat z# 
is no wiſe likely to 7 peqmre may 
whe the bile is nt Rn 


Ioferiours in the Clhur 
The Government Rn is #he 
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they can to eaſe one another : but to bur- 
den one another unneceſſarily, and with 
burdens which he has not laid upon 
_ , is doubtleſs another thing than 
wifiling the Law of Chriſt. The 
Chriſtians are , the more 

cnth and tenderly they ſhould be dealt 
withal, leſt that which is lame be 
rurned out of the way , as the Apo» 
file's phraſe is. Thoſe that are diſeaſed 
CONSE could, are not 
fo be beaten becauſe they are not : no 
more are they that are TRIS 


_ aig brue are no Et: by cs 


jropfrmnus.r} 3 if they knew bow 
#0 help it. We were among 
you _ ©w—_— iſheth her 
Children , ſaith Sr. Paul : and that 
dr be with a great deal of care 
and tenderneſs, and þnu bart patient en- 
. during 5 alſo. 
($f aura doubt wt the leaſt 
his thet C iſtian forbearance and not 
Church Cenſures, is oh be uſed towards 
all that profeſs belief of ſs mmok of the 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Do@rine as is neceſſary to 
Salvation, and do not contradid it by a 
wicked Life, how many and how great 
foever their differences among them- 
ſelves in leſſer matters may otherwiſe be. 
And this forbearance is to be uſed for 


that very reaſon , becauſe it is a proper 
means of keeping the unity of the ſpirit 
in the bond of peace. For ſo I mnder+ 
ſtand thoſe words of '$t. Paul taken to- 
gether, when he ſayes: With all lowli- 
nels and meeknefs , with long-ſuffer- 
ing, an. hrevanr on, one another 1n love; 
amy by keep the unity of 
ſpirit in the bond of peace 
es concerve, endeavouring Thereby to 
keep the unity of the ſririt 4 in the bond 
of peace, to wit, by lowlineſs and meek- 
neſs, by long-ſuſfering, and by forbear- 
ing one auot ” - love. For = wy 
conſtdering t # appre s 
and Jes + 1 nr be di tempers 
great defe#s _ 
_ ever Co ts been ad; are like to be 
rg ry the Church 3 it is impoſ- 
them af in peace in the 


ſame 
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Same Church without this forbearance ; 
without this they will certainly fall in 
pieces, of which we need no other pr 
than. experience, And there is no ſuch 
wey not only 0 mg peace , but al 
of reconciling A to the —_— | 
their opinions and apprehenſjons , and | 
pal pans, age the froward to the lowly 
” w_ in their affedions and good- 
neſs portment, as by long-ſufferi 
and jw theme is loves _ 
junGion with mech and loving applica- 
Hons to them, The body the Church, as 
- 04. Paul notes, does edific it (elf in 
love : it is increaſed and beſt built wp 
in that way, lications in 


faſter to the Church and to their duty 
#n it : for love is the bond of perfet- 
nels, as the Apoſtle call: it. And where 
this way of dealing will beſt reach the 


Churches end, it's pity-any other ſhould 
he uſed inſtead of it. ea b 


When 


When circumſtances about Gods wor- 
ſhip undetermined by him though com- 
manded by men, do prove an occaſion of 
| aur aka and Charity in « con- 
fiderable part of the Church in this Ny 
tion, thereh it be through their weak- 
neſs that it is ſo ; and wrt 
means uſed to cure this weekneſs, heave 
proved unavailable and nnjucceſifuls, tn 
EE Ian 
the to ſo 
be not 4 tt them that ery dren, 
remove that RM _— O0CC4- 

out of their way, when it 
"ge Lee whe dams to the Chirch 


n in any other, And 
rigs er 3 Aopnty bibabe 


is, wr according to the Scriptures, 


tbe things indifferent is in Ches 
_ S Brethrens Souls, to be 


born when they cannot be uſed wit 


mint erindayrig ht fin, 


I will ca no fileth while the World 
ſtands, leſt I make my Brother to of- 


tend, ſaith St. Paul. And agein, let 
na 
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no man put a ſtumbling-block or an 
occaſion to fall in his Brothers way. 
If then the uſe of things indifferent is 
to be forborn when ſuch uſe of them will 
prove an occaſion of ſin in any 5, ther 
ſtion is , whether in parity of 


reaſon the impoſing upon men. the uſe of 
fueb pn frees thine, be not to be for- 


born, as does apparently occaſion divi- | 


hon; ſtrife, contention, ſeparation, heart- 
fon fire ard great UE ackben 
among Chriſtians e + 
But to proceed ;, as forbearance and 
not Church Cenſures would be uſed to- 
wards men of different opinions in leſſer 
things, for wo ſake of Peace and Love 
in t ch which x At be preſerved 
without it ; ſo to the ſamg end Diſci- 
pline would not be negleFed nor remiſl 
uſed towards groſs Sinners. And t 
_—_ is, becauſe if it be, bad men will 
be imboldened to make 4 Fathion in the 
m— ainſt the good, to the hinder- 
eace and Lowe : ——_ likewiſe 
4a it is one great ocec 14> 
tion. For when the 7 Yrs 


grown 
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grown with ſuch ſcandalous perſons, and 
no regular courſe taken to purge it 5 ex- 
perience hath taught us that it makes 
many out of love with the Communion 
of the Church for their ſakes, and be- 
comes a temptation to them to forſake 
it : though that be no more Juſtifuable 
perhaps than the toleration of ſuch ſean- 
dals is which does occaſion it. 'Tis true * 
Church Government by Dioceſan Biſhops 
is contended againſt by ſome Diſſenters : 
But I have Jome rea/on ts believe, that 
if the Church Government by them were 


ut as | ua ly 9” as it might 


be for the promoting of Godlineſs ,, and 
for the encouraging of good men and 
all good Miniſters, and for the ſuppreſ- 
ſing of Vice and diſcountenancing vici- 
ous perſons 5 there are but few would 
forſake the, Church upon account of that 
kind of Government. If the main ends 
of Church, Government where but duly 
purſued, no great matter would be made 
of it by. whons it is done, If ſome ob- 
ſtrutions then were but removed which 
make the due exerciſe and execution of 

Diſa- 
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Diſcipline difficult and weaſte, and the 
execution of it committed to faithful 
hands, and due care taken that every 
one do their duty in their ſeveral places 
' without partiality or corruption, it would 
certainly tend greatly to the Peace of the 
Church as well as to its parity, 'and to 


its flouriſhing eſtate tn both. 


Having ſzid thus much to our Legiſla- 
tors od Dp. in behalf of the 
Churches Peace 3 I ſhall now turn my 
Diſcourſe to the Diſſenters t 
For doubtleſs they do as =_ 


= - owe what 
74 in their power to the Peace of the 
Church, as any other whatſocver 7 Nay 
they are obliged more than others to en- 
deavour to repair the breach in it , by 
how much they have been more concern- 
ed than others in making it... Not to 
mention what might or ſhould have been 
done to have kept things. from running 
to ſo great an extrean as we have ſeen ; 
I only crave leave to offer a few 


t hings referring to the future in order to 
Peace. | 
1. Firſt 
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1. Firſt then in order to —_ 
ering eaſe where they ar 
Peace Ce Cherch it is wh ur rw thes 
they abftain from, and forbear all pro- 
voking by word or writing, 
and what tends to ak their adver- 
faries odious to their own party or to 
others. For if their Adverſaries uſing 

ſeverity to them be an nnlikely way to 
I gain or reconcile them to themſelver, or 
to work them 10 4 tomepliance with their 
terms, 4s I know they think it is, and 
fo do I too, then their uſing ſeverity 
towards them in another way, and their 


provoking them, ir as unlikely to recon- 
cile their Adverſaries to then, or to pro- 


cure theme nielding for their 
enemy eur ny 
our bleſſed Saviour the Prince of Peace, 
was not to revile againt when be wes re- 
viled : op Paul tells ns what the 
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why the Chriſtians ſhould be (low to 
and (low to wrath 3 becauſe 
wrath of man worketh not the 
righteouſneſs of God : # is no fit in- 
firument or tool in labouring for Peace, | 
For the fruit of Righteouſneſs is 
ſown in Peace of them that make 
Peace. He that hath knowledge ſpa- 
reth his words, and a man of under- 
ſtanding is of a cool ſpirit, /aitb So- 
lomon. And again,There is that ſpeak- 
eth like the piercings of a Sword, but 
the tongue of the wile is health. 
2. What our Saviour taught bis Di- 
ſeiples for the ſecuring themſelves in caſe 
perſecution , may well and prudently 
e obſerved by the Diſenters in order to 
the ſecuring Peace to the Church z, that 
is,to be wiſe as Serpents, but innocent 
as Doves: to go as far to ſecure Peace 
in the Church as ever innocency will 
carry them and ſuffer them to go © for 
{maps IIs geht do to 4- 
wot ion, and the Peace of the 
py Wie" to be as valuable _—_ 
«s the ſafety of their perſons. What i: 
lawful 
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knoful to be done ſhould be yielded to 
_ though in Jome reſped# they 

deem it inconvenient , rather than the 
Peace of the Church ſhould be loſt. Wher 
the Peace of the Church comes in com 

with only matter of conveni« 

enty and not of abſolute ere, Juch 
matters of conveniency ought to 
— to the publick Peace of the Church, 

There are ſo many, and ſuch great evils 
of , contention, and uncharitable- 
neſs fx ls that prey upon the —_—_ 
Religion ) whic A. in R 
Church at the breach that is —_ y its 
Peace, that any thing that is not ſinful 
in it ſelf ſhould be yielded to rather 
than the publick Cen of the Church 
ſhould be abandoned, and the Church 
thereby expoſed to all "the miſchief which 
is conſequertt upon the loſs of the Church- 
es Peace. 

3. In order to returning to Peace, 
they ſhould remember and much conſi- 
der, that it is as truly their duty to be 
for Peace as it is 10 be for Truth, and 
that it is more pleofing to God , and 


— —”— 


_ 
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to men, and _ more to 
the honour of Religion, that they ſhould 
be ſo, than when their zeal for truth 
makes them negleF Peace. are 
to0 many that lay out all their zeal in a 
manner for truth , — 

to Peace and Lov and think t 
long 4 they contend for truth, they ; 
and worthily enough, though they 
take little care for Peace in the manner 
< w Whereas the Scripture 
pr whe Prue el —_ 4 great 

con 

Ret When ths 4p fer di fre- 
. quently exhort the Chriſtians to Peace 
in cont or their different opini- 
ons under t on of contending for 
Truth 5 their pope doubileſs was to 
perſwade them ſo to plead for Truth in 
thoſe leſſer matters about which they 
differed, as not to deſtroy Peace one 
with axother. And if this rule of duty 


be but obſerved by the Diſſenters, it will 
yr longs CO . 


"ton rear m_ Wayrl 


ftantials 
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ftantials of Religion, Peace and Charity 
may not juffer by it. And this rule if 
obſerved, will lead them likewiſe to con- 
ſider how far they may without 
Rehigion or their Conſcience 


ft feb 


cording to , but 
D appearance, bu 
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thing over again, and to ſearch into it 
roronghy have found cauſe to make 
and a better judgment of the 
Amening on they did before. And 
ng men are never more in 

danger deceived by the 
doe ole do than JS a « 
ances ſeem to carry in them a zeal 


£ _ __ his i te and for ad 


yard ——_—_ 
Tee Dieple wy A 
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has not commanded or ed,as they 
are wont to alledg ene / rs 
ſpecions — at fſt ns ? And 


4 very little looking n 
this matter, will diſcover the 


it, Een 


the Prayer s are certainl 


kegiving. And then for theClouth- 
mn internal ſubſtance with an ex- 


= —— 
t Scriptures, by publick 
ayer ſball be made without « ſet Form, 
nor in « ſet _ without any other, 
J nor 
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nor whet ber Lcopoan, 
nor mt —_ ns 
ror Paretery wake A Theſe 
things muit be ordered by humane con- 
trivance, ones own or others, if men 
wil prey in ary other wor than 
the Lords Prayer I. 
Prayers ye gonkh the 

general rules, Mee Gd tes 
ment ſo far as be has made any appoint- 
ment at all, whether they be contrived 
> mr hu rn 
more, or in various met or kneel. 
ing, or ſtanding, or the like. 

Others though Cpt pcs 
Common Prayers are unlawful, yet t kh 
pat det wpemabuttbes 

ation reſtrition as t 
Common Prayers are. © And becauſe we 
are bound to worſhip eud ſerve our God 
with the beſt and in the beſt Os 


Hotigr of mer got epery 
i © that worſhip God ets | 


made, Here's another 
# ſt hght,ar the = in Crick 
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I hall not yay. —akeagh, tex 
—— aging 3 but ſhall 
aFice 

fark ies from th = el Af 


the fore hos 
wry agen wy: d v0 that's the better 


male Bro» which they take to be 
we are to worſhip God with 
the greateſt Devotion of Soul we can 
ond reghadar fo. him, we are 
agreed in : and likewiſe that we are to 
worſhip him in the be external mode 
of worſhip we can, f 

concur to make it beſt. to do ſo. But 
doubtleſs it is a great miſtake if we think 
Almighty God 5 that we 
imbroil the , difturb its ace, 
and fet on foot uncharitableneſs (the 


arable 1 of ſeparation 
b Gran wakes ta ute en 
Yar gyter is ſupported in the 
unto 4 .wrw 


Foreerl EY 
— rnd omen 


cies 
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cies attending it. In ſuch a caſe we have 


to that deſires 
er: Prat, andCharity, with a leſs 


nb. rae =o 
wap ani bs > 
rtrypnooy gt Aa theſe. Hehe 


{aw "va ve. had ; 8 p-* ray emmy no Sa- 


bar” up to have jt upon ſuch terms 
# the loſe of Charity, Peace and Mercy 


comes to. And i © v9 vunyan.s Yer 
then will a leſs Sacrifice with 


Charity and Peace him better, than 
«pede with the loſs fone g < 
to ſhew how 


fin, nd 1 
gs at firſt ſight jeem te part Trut 
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be perſwaded to accept of reaſonable ſa+ 
tiefalion, And that "7 om reaſon- 
able ſatisfaFFion which is ſufficient to 
convince their judgment and ſatisfie 
their Conſcience touching the terms of 
Communion in our Pariſh Churches, as 
_ -- none other than ſuch as 

f ommunion lawful , though 
they ſhould not be able to _ __ 
would make it fully to their 
\ gy and deſire in all things. And 
that I reckon makes Communion with 4 
Church lawful, when there is a conſent 


breaking Communion. And upon 
ariſh Churches 


faction touching the lawfulneſs of Com- 
munion upon theſe terms, is neceſſary to 
the keeping of the Unity of - the Spirit 
in the bond of Peace in any Chriſtian 
Church what . And the Is, 


bec a conſent in thoſe thines 
IHE oe 
. Church,be not ſufficient to hold the parts 


together NIIIns if nothi 
leſs be ſufficient but what every one 
Judges beſt, not ſimply to the being, A 
ENG ch and Commu- 
won in it in all circumſtances 
to outward adminiſtration of W 


and Government, it would be i 


The Preface. XXXTX 
Chriſtians in reference to the betterneſ 


uch circumſtances in Church affairs, 

4s are no otherwiſe ſtated than by gene- 
ral rules. For in meaſuring particular 
Caſer and cireumſtancer by general 
rules, that which one judges moſt agree- 
able to ſuch rules, another will <judge 
otherwiſe. And indeed the not taking 
; #9" uch a ſatisefation as I have 
ſcribed , is the true reaſon at the bot- 
tom of the many Sets into which our 
Church A England & now divided. 
For the Prerbyteriens firſt brake with 
thoſe that were for Govern- 
went, and the s firſt, and then 
thoſe of the ational way after de- 
1hyterians, and the 


continue to be ſo ftill bt I know, 

except the og yn 

bave from the other in 

mon (except the Prakersr) wpon the 
account 


xl . __ 
—_ opinions 4- 
bout ſome ur er rhe than —__ Jub- 
ſtance of 
arrow. Frogy /urypn t 
Communion of it. In every remove they 
had as they thought , ſomething bother 
in proſpedÞ than was in uſe or in opinion 
Gon om whom they departed ; 
A the ruling principle in 
their ſover ations and ſubdiviſions. 
—_— ghty God ſhall have ſo 
drill, etobingw atop 
7 nes __ 


_ lo yp 
ir Bt Hance of that ſaving 
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The Preizce. xli 
ration upon Tm. as we have ſeen 
abundantly verified in the foremention- 
ed inſtances here in this Nation. If 
there be an agreement in the ſubſtanti- 
al;, Chriſtian forbearance muſt be uſed 
towards one another in our differences 
about leſſer matters, and we muſt never 

ſeek or endeavour « fopp! what we 
wary is wanting in t fd, arther 
than ſuch endeavonrs will conftit with 
keeping Unity in the bond of Peace, and 
ſo far we may. wy +» wake a 
tisfaFion as has been de to 
acquieſce in it as a tiow of Peace 


” + hugely aeeefſry to Fabra vo 


ment int a Nation 
which yet parry? ir4he the mal ice 
gious method to 
the Chriſtian Religion in _ Fer or 
in ſuch a ns it is not to be ex- 
pected that only matters and cir- 
ances can cht as 

—_ count be 7m diners if that 


could be hit every one would 
count Bro ood. Some fr for wy 
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would count it beſt to have the publich 
Prayers ma Litnrgie if they 
conld obgain it. Others they are of ano- 
ther mind, and will think it is beſt for 
—_—_ in general, and more accom- 
e to the capacity of the weaker 
which are always _- —_ 
part at the publi ajers int 4 
fixed Fe Breet by ſuch a Form, 
Prayer-matter is prepared with more 
advantage to affet ſuch gen minds, 
than otherwiſe it would be. For by their 
ay Say acquainted with the 
and matter of a ſet Form, that 
matter has a more ready acceſs to their 
minds, and is more likely to abide 
with them than what they are leſs ac- 
quainted with, and which more tranſi- 


for 
gard to their edification - ſhould fway 
much with all good men, who ſhould not 


nh, bat theyre of many th he 
ay hand, 7 $, Fuul foes be 
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However, the Peace of the Church muſt 


- v1 yy be made in 
z Or i indulged to 
Miniſters in the uſe of it. 

$5. And that which 1 ſhall chiefly 
commend to them, and which 1 have 
following Diſcourſe, and which I ſhell 
now 4 little more fully inſt upon js this, 
Viz, That in all their d: with 
others 
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others about leſſer things in Religion, 
ſpecial care may be taken that vo 
things may be over-ruled by the 
end not _ ater by the leſs. ir 
that of matters give place to 
' Love and ; hg and not Love and 
Peace to them. By leſſer things, I mean 
— SS "g points not neceſ- 
ſalvation , things relating 
not » ths inward ſubſtance but outward 
circumſtances of Gods worſhip , and 
ſuch things likewiſe a# concern not the 
being but better —_— the Church in 
poi OVErmonrs, and 
ok egparyray and the like. Now though 
there are more con- 
verient t _ relating co Ex» 
ternal part worſhip, and other 
Pens ad likewiſe which tend more 


than other to the perfe@ion 
ment and Diſcipline _ a array; ures yet 


when Chri - yt 
Th Crit ſome bo theſe, 0- 
thers holding other » tes to the 
ends and s to which they relate; 
in this caſe neither the one nor the other 

are 
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® Su 


uy 


are to fy; 
be Ny 


yr ten» neg rae. 
carry it according to _ own mind. 
Men may endeavor to have things of 
this kind run according to their own 


es Maddy mn 3 


Church War i rather than not to - 


have their will and their way in the 
leſſer things : this is not to keep the 
mity Spirit in the-bond of Peace, 
porn ge things over-ruls 
the p the greater to truckle 
to the leſs. Now Love and Peace are 
next to the love 7 ey 
ſftian Duties : 1 
mandment 11 to 
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- nets. 9 is 
d = & rp - + /. Her oper 


et , ſaith wo Paul, ergy ores of 
the Goſpel. The Kingdom of God i 
and peace, and joy in 
rr Ghoſt, wer re 
place. jntrodeci 
of theſe, is eee ho Ciri 5 
Kingdom and Government by the 
pel. The Adminiſtration of this Go- 
vernment by Preaching and 
. by Sacraments and Church aſſeciation, 
and all Orders and Officers in Gods 
Houſe, are but means appointed to this 
end, to bring men to and Peace 
with Faith. 


fo 
== and of 


Love in them to others, and 
s to them, they ſcem to run 
counter 


counter to the end for which God ha: 
Preach up Love and Peace , and pray 


for it; and preſs men to it never 


_—_ wo =_—_y —_ —_ 


f 
b 
, 
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rehig:ous, and bridleth not his tongue 
cos wnchriftian vilifying, reproaching, 
} poems and cenſuring ) be deceives 
his. own heart , and his Religion is 
vain, Thoſe in the Church of Corinth 
were zealous of ſpiritual gifts and a- 
bounded in them 3 yet becauſe they laid 
waſte Charity in a great meaſure by their 
diviſions and contentions , by their en- 
vying and making of parties, and ra 
being for one teacher againſt another 
St. Paul did not _—_ to unce 


fo un- 


bigh, 368 if they bad 
would- profit then no- 


Xe then Chari and Peace are fo 


conſiderable in the Criſtian rs ber 
that the whole Miniftration Gof- 
pel, Preaching, , wy Saramer 
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and Church Aſoctations, are ordained 
and deſigned to promote them : and 
(ence all the other hon theſe will not 
avail men, nor ſo much as denominate 


them good Chriſtians ; reaſon 
there is then that pt center, þ 


_ for ſuch a ae of the one as will 
» hurt, lata h the other. Theſe 
Es yy and Peace oe the nds 1 
ſhow d.the other are but the means ; 
and it is erous to prefer the 
means before the end , or to make the 


end give place to the means. ie 
rences do ariſe about the leſſer things of 


Religion, or about ſome circumſtances 
relating to the inſtruments of # 
Peace and Charity are to 


di in ſuch Caſes, and t 

ts oe Gere ly em no ſide 
4% difference may carry it againſt 
eace and Love, but all 

ces muſt be weneged 4s that Peace and 
Love may be preſerved whole and en- 
tire, Litibe pace of God rate in 
your hearts, or Umpire a: the word is 
rendred : that muſt w——a——_ 

E 3 


your ſelves. And St. Paul like 
wiſe when he ſaith, above all theſe put 
ovary Apr onde rms of 4 
fectneſs. In all owr zeal about the infe+ 


Charity aſide. 
ſhould therefore ſooner let go ſome other 
things for a time, though otherwiſe truly 
for their end and uſe, than to 
TIS CHw and Love to retain 


is very true, there is no evil to be 
gone that good may come: but yet a leſ- 
fer good, not only may but onght to be 
omitted for the doing or "procuring a 
greater, 
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greater, Sacrifice was an ardinance of 
God, and yet when this at any time 
hindred mercy, it was to be onatted or 


ſuſpended for jo long as it —y that 
. mercy. might take y Ne will have 


mg x here fee, fad God 
s for like reaſon Cir 
mes anake Ordinance of Cod, 
was diſcontinued ond fr fo gears in the 
Wilderneſs, And this puts "biota 


Wray x bed gens and 
For they fl deprivation end þ- 


IE arliament : the 
t 15 @ very calamit " 
has hen fo, and ths th 


wy perry 
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ouſyy oppo the Browniſfts for endea- 
the Chriſtian Cauſe more hurt one way 
a TT they hed wot fore 


born to do ſo ng 
has been done in d re 


ſpe#s, and 
' which is zet fart like to follow, by 
own dividing, and conten 5 and ſe- 


parating, ſhall be put in 
againſt the good that hath "x done 
it, and the manner of it , it will 


d a di them that 
fon Pa ext "*Y fo thenhe 


to their own ſatisfattion, much more to 
the ſatisfation of others, that the ad- 
vantage will fall on the latter 

Upon the whole matter t 


ri fmt bt i hog 
Secon +, aa h9tmeen, bra 
them which > aan wn" arr 
themſelves o continuing t 
Renting ee heck they have laid in 
ONES noone 
ly by occa pang 
them toward; Hey rom perth 
i Crphamy ants 
ty it 5 A rw aps m_ of 


fon, eds ary 


it. It is an aw 

our Saviour, when he ſaid, 

the World becauſe of- offences, and 
wo to them by whom they come. 
By which we are taught , that the of 
fence which the World taker at the Chit 
ſtian Religion, ſo as never truly to re- 
ceive it, pr hftomatoonten 


TE no Ea 


and that t 
ets Gr hn 
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fore theme. That our diviſions and un- 

ian contentions, have been ſuch 4 
to cauſe themto fall ;, ſome into Atheiſm, 
Jome into Scepticiſm, ſome into Popery, 
and to ſtagger andunſettle many others, 
is every wiſe mans. t And not 
only ſo, but that the malignity of this 
diſtemper has been ſo diffuſive, as that 
Searce any man among us is ſo good and 
happy, as not either aitively or paſſive- 
ly to be made worſe by it , or at leaſt 


bindred from being ſo good as otherwiſe 
pn yr bave been, by having 
the of his Charity due to Chri. 
fliax Brethren interrupted and leſſened 
more or leſs, and. his joy proportionally 
dinviniſbed. Onur zeal about things but 
little PRI err neeny TE 
comfort ina meaſure, and 
Jap 9g ming is on 
of men to become leſs pure and refined, 
and leſs genuine and kindly by our un- 
charitable differences about them. And 
if theſe things, are and have been the 
effeTs of our diviſions, what need then 


i 
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The Preface. Iv 
is there of repentance in every one of 
ayes > done any thing unneceſſa- 
rily towards the firſt making, = 
maintaining of thens & If we would re- 
trieve then what we have loſt by our di- 
viſions, and reftore to the Church the 
Peace we have rob'd her of, and thereby 


move the cauſe, by abating what may be 
oe 70  ngtoory Brenda £2- 
ing be yielded to on the ot 
band. Theb things are of that mature: 
that there is no man 1 ſhould think that 
is really concerned in his own mind for 
the ſucceſs of the Goſpel in its main de- 
Sen, and for the honour of our 
on, and the true Intereſt of mens Souls, 
but will conſider them and be affeFed 
— AW bach 
6. ation is no good method or 
ſitting means to ſuch 4 Refor- 
mation as the s dim dt, Or 4a 
Reforma- 
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Reformation of corruptions, either in 


perſons or things, in any ſuch Church as 
does maintain ſuch dofrine and wor- 


- 1s mece ys the bei Refined Chris 
ches 


ts Whit ol the Rep may be made good 
upon ſeveral accounts." 

As firſt, Becauſe we bave no Com- 
mand from God for ſuch a method of 
Reformation in any _ Church, nor 
any approved examp of wing ſuch 

in all the "Book of 


ther the Hit Prophets of old, mor our 
Sevienr'in bas mos ever attempted a 


Sifrewin ef w—_y corruptions 


bat were wy Foe burch of the 
Jews by ſeparating Communion 


her in the Apoſtle tis fre from 


a er nd der : but 
redreſs t AS eferibed.o 
—— ation, Bat of this I 


bave MK | more particularly in the 
following Treatiſe, 
| Secondly, 


Co, —<», =. Sh a 
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Secondly, It is no fit means to. obtain 
a Reformation of what the Diſſenters 
deſire may be reformed in our Church, 
becauſe it tends to weaken that intereſt 
by which it is to be obt.cined. For fir i 
it Hench to diſoblige thoſe more than 
ore, who are in a better capacity than 
others to farther or hinder ſock. a deſi er 
Secondly, it divides thoſe that ſe 

um thoſe within the Churc 
which they ſeparate ſp that were moſt 
high to frvonr fac 4 ceſs of Refor- 
matjon, ſo far as juſt, reaſonable, and 

ot prin: 

means by at 

eel For they ſtood in a fairer ca« 

ns publick good in 

be Church while t in it in Con 

prin with others , than they have 


= , > I 


put themſelves into the 
ſelves from it, on te p1 difow 
ragement of t 

_— __ 


ation 
7 by & a Bede 7 | 


toward; all that are 


< wy ©» W ou 5 © © =» © VS,” 


formation, 


dc] 
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formation, do'not appear in all endea- 
vours. of procuring it, ſuch endeavour; 
are x Ach of that which is moſt likely 
to make them ſucceſsful. Charity to- 
wards thoſe. that differ from ns, is a 
powerful means of reconciling them to 
us in time , and to draw them to be of 
our mind if we have trath on our ſide, 
and to join with us in promoting any 
honeit and worthy deſign. It is God: 
own method of reconciling us unto him. 
ſelf, and s to make us to be- 


come his Friends, and to 1d 


deſign the ſame things as he does. And 
we cannot uſe a better method to gain 
men and to win them to be on our 


in loye, is enjoined in order to the 
ing of the unity of the ſpirit in 
. the of peace, & I hw before 
0 
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To be a nated by love in our tranſati- 
ons and converſe with men, as it is the 


true genius (fee ng —— 


mation, ” 6 ntdote 

p NE et tris fo 
leaf in in a few years. I doubt not but 
there will come a time before the end of 


the World, in which there will be a Re- 
formation, not only in all Chriſtendom, 
but t pry Sur yum 
And 1 am perfwaded when ever it ſhall 
be brought about, it will be chiefly by the 
ee ee Che 
upon the minds of men, in can{ing Cha- 
rity ſo much to abound among them, as 
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or to make parties again mation 
mm its perfeiFion, And | rar live 
can take no better a courſe to haſten on 


thoſe happy times 

the way by ws fo. tht winch hoes 
than to govern wry cnn, of 
ormation b prudent t 

Aras þ 2 nc be offices b 

convince men that there is notbing done 

or endeavoured of this nature, out of a 

oppoſition, humour, or peeviſh- 

envy, ambition, or ſelfiſhneſs, 

with a real and ſincere reſped 

to the common good of men, and the 

honour of God and his excellent Reli- 

gion which —_— And if this were 

but really dome by as many as would be 


aſhamed be 5 
Enemies yet; Aims 


tion, we ſhould quickly have an end put 
to our undue ſeparations, and un 
flian Contentions. 
This being is the pro Charity is P greatly 
of all endea- 
UONr's fs at laſt end in a kindly, 
but not violent and conſtrained Refor- 
mation ; 
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mation ; whatſoever then tend; to hin- 
der Charity among Chriſtians, or to ob- 
ſenre it in their endeavours in ſceking- 
a reformation , muſt need; proportion- 
ably obſtruF the ſucceſs of ſuch endea- 
vours, and croſs their deſign. If there 
be any thing in the endeavours then- 
ſelves of a Reformation, or that does 
accompany ſuch endeavours, that mi- 
niſters any juſt occaſion of ſuſpicion that 
ſuch attempts proceed from any worſe 
principle than Charity, or are deſigned 
for any worſe end than the common good 
of the community of Chriſtians in ge- 
neral, and not only of this or that par« 
ty, that wery thing whatever it may 
be will mightily enervate and weaken 
ſuch attenepts. But now ſeparation in 
the Diſſenters from our Parochial Com- 
munion , is in «t ſelf an a# of great” 
uncharit ableneſs 3 and tends to ingen- 
der uncharitableneſs between them and 
ſuch as they ſeparate from, and there- 
fore can be no withod or fitting 
meant to procure the Reformation 

deſign and ſeek, F the Diſſenters - 

by 


ther be or think themſelves to be any bet- 
ter than thoſe they ſeparate from (and 
their ſeparation it ſelf does beſpeak then 
ſo to think_) then ſuch their ſeparation 
is as really and truly an uncharitable att 
4s it is for the he in a Family to 
withdraw from-the ſick, or the ſtrong 
from the weak, the Men and Wo- 


men from the Children , and to leave 
them to ſbift for themſelves. For the 
better ſort in particular Churches to ſe- 
parate and withdraw from thoſe in it 
which are not ſo good, and to imbody 
themſelves apart, is ſuch a piece of un- 


op 5, 4s is croſs to one oh 
pal end of Churchſbip, which is the edi- 
one another , the watching over 
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abundant honour to that part which 
lacketh, doth intimate that more care 
and pains ſhould be beſtowed on thoſe 

s in the Church that are more 
defeiitve than others that are leſs, 
ſo 7m ſhould they be from being with- 

drawn from and negleded. And our” 
Saviewrs ſerious caution is to be taken 
notice of and remembred upon this oc- 
caſion : take heed that ye Ws ns 

one of theſe little ones. ach 

ſeparation is uncharitable in it ſelf, ſo 
it tend; Pp po mw wncharit able- 
bat ſeparate and 


ys that are Goes from. The truth 
of this alas fn fm manifeſts in that 
inſtead of of good Sermons 
| o other edifying SnbjeFs , as good 
people were wort to do when they met 
——_— our nnhappy times of di- 


ſeparation 5 now it it too 


, to entertain one 


COmmon among many 
her b ew what 
2 EAT. 


be e 
not to make jg he pant. 
FX their 
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their party, eſpecially ſuch Miniſters as 


are not, as if they had a mind to make 
others iſa effed towards them. And 
ſuch things as theſe as they grate hard 
pon the Ears of ſaber and moderate 
men, and fill their minds with grief, 
* ſo they prove matter of great provoca- 
tion to others to retaliate. And thus b 
toſſing Firebrands to and fro, the —_— 
both of Men and Women come to be 
put into a flame, and exulcerated : ny | 
all this in a great meaſure at leaſt , 4 


the moit unhappy e ſeparation 
and diviſien. And un aration in- 


ſtead of proving a met of Reforma- 
tion, proves in the effedt's of it to be a 
method þ corruptin - tk _ 
then ths ns frhch they 
han thoſe for the ſake t k 

parate. In this my da dance of 
ſeem to loſe the ſub ob 4. 
for ſhadows 5, jo far is ki 
4s is now differ of , from _ 4 
fitting means of . 
deed this remedy ſeems to be kr 
than the Diſeaſe. 

I 
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1 know indeed that it is ſuppoſed and 
objeFed, that in' caſe ſomething ſhould 
be done for the eaſe of the Diſſenters, 
get it would bring but few of theme into 
the Church who now ſetled then- 
ſelves in another way. But I would fain 
hope that this is but a ſuſpicion in re- 
ference to 1 of them. However leſt 
there ſhould be found any wo aennrn 
in any of then as to this, I ſhall add a 
few words more to what I have ſaid al- 
ready, further to ihcline them all gladly 
and onkfuth to accept of moderate 
terms of Union when ever they can have 
them. And to this end I would in the 
firſt place convince them that thoſe who 
have ſeparated and withdrawn them- 
Joes m Communion in our Pariſh 
ies, have thereby departed from 
the Primitive Pattern, while they have 
onding they have been reforming ac- 
cording to it. For that in our Pariſh 
Churches, which was ſufficient to bold 
the firſt Chriſtians together in Commu- 
nion, has not been ſufficient for them : 
and that is an agreemient in 
d 3 thoſe 
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thoſe principal points of Faith and Wor- 
ſhip which are neceſſary to ſalvation,and 
are =P to be called fundamentals, of 
which I have ſaid ſomewhat before. Let 
them ſearch and ſee rnnrhs rk whole 
New Teſtament, . if the Churches plan- 
ted by the Apoſtles themſelves, were not 
—_ ſuch an agreement ;, and 
whether this was not the meaſure and 
band of their Communion alſo. They were 
uſually baptized after ſo little and ſhort 
4 time of teaching, they conld not 
be inſtruFed in more than the general 
7s pe mes = __ Chri- 
lanity. And yet thei ; 
ſuch a profeſſun as they made upon Reb 
little teaching, was their entrance into 
the Church. And nothing more was 
meefy to their Communion. in 4 pay- 
cular Church, but mutual conſent. See 
what heads of Dodtrine the s 
Sermon con m_ of bay 2: 
receiving ch, three thouſand were 
preſently baptized, and the ad- 
ded to the Charch pry Ix 
they continued in the Apoſiles Do@rine 


and 
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and Fellowſhip ; 4nd in bredking Ml 
Bread and Prayer. The fam and ſub 
ſtance of the Dodrine preached to them 
and received by them, upon which their 
Baptiſm, Incorporation , and Commu- 
mion wes, that Jeſus of Na- 
zareth whon they bad Crucified , was 
rear ox 1 the dead, and made 
both Lord and Chriſt : and to perſwade 
thene to repent an Ss, we” 
der fo their obfaining t rene (7 
of their ſin. See likewiſe er Piotris 
wits preach'd to the Eanuch, Corneli- 
us, and the nb Beaton te 
baptized. rmmciples of ft 
of wh called on 
[208 foundation, were ſuch 45 con- 
þ Da&rines ar ntance 
| af} Kratera won ore 
<prurmeyyt—rgn—— 
and eternal Judgment. For wpor 4 
conſent in pr points ar theſe , the 
Churches ts me met vo mo 
ded the C of Epheſus by aff means 
to Unity upon this very grownd, 
that they had all one and the ſame God 


d 4 and 
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and Father, and one Lord Mediator, 
and were influenced by one Spirit, were 
of one Faith and one Hope, and had 
all one Baptiſm. And are not the ſame 
Dofdrines of Chriſtianity profeſſed b 
thoſe of our Pariſh Churches, and t 
ſame Ordinances of worſhip uſed £ Have 
they any other Giod or Mediator than 
the jo Chriſtians had ? or any other 
Articles of Faith, or any other worſhip 


than they had Have they not the 
ſame Sacraments f and do they not pray 


for the ſame things ? Or is there any 
thing added in Doftrine or Worſhip that 


is contrary to that jn which the farſt 
Chriſtian Churches were agreed, as there 
is in the Church of Rome ? And can 
they ap that ever any good Chriſtians 
of the firſt Churches did break, Com- 
munion upon any difference that was 
emong them about any leſſer matters 
than thoſe upon agreement in which they 
were firſt united 5 And were not all 
their yr [ra had any tendency 
towards ſuch a thing , ſharply reproved 

by the Apoſtles 2 154 j theſe thing 
| e 
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The Preface. xix 
be ſo , then what can be plainer than 
that a ſeparation from our Proteſtant 
Pariſh oa Fog and pr cams there- 
in performed, is 4 manifeſt nnovation, 
pl departing from the Primitive 
pattern laid down in Scripture # And i 
this be not Schiſm , and that in a hig 
degree, I would fain know what is. 
From all which it cannot but be infer'd, 
that thoſe who have made themſelves 
guilty of ſuch a ſeparation, are as much 
obliged to repent of what they have done, 
= to return to Parochial Communion, 
as they are to make the Scripture their 
rule,and not to live and allow themſelves 
in 4 manifeſt deviation from the pris 
mitrve pattern, 

Our differences and ſeparations are 
not for want of any thing in our Pariſh 
parts that are eſſential to the 
being of a true Church, nor for any ex- 
ceſs or redundancy of matter , deſtru- 
Five of the Fe rem 4 Church, or 
of the worſhi in it, Nor is the * 

ieſtion in di whether « Mini- 
Þ and Ordinances are in the 

burch ;, 


The Preface. 

but the queſtion is who ſhould 

rule and govern in theſe affatrs, who 
ſhould ordaine the ſeveral Paſtors to theis 
fe and who overſee them that 
they do their duty in it, or call thens ty 
account for meglets or —_— 5 whether 
Dioceſan Biſhops, or t al Claſſes 
of Presbyters , or Shekel —__ of 
each Church. Not whether the beſt me. 
thed is to be nſed in « Chriſtian ſlate, to 
ate ang promote Chriſftianity, but 

o nv to allow 


of - 
Preſcribed oxr Liturgy be tolerable, or 
rather , her it be ſa convenient ax 
enothey is or might be. Not whethes 

ſme be neceſſary, but whether it bo 


= 


iz. os. a A Þ»> > 4 


— 


The Preface. Ixxi 
lie, are far from thoſe fundamentals, in 
agreement f ml nf artery the firſt Churches 
and their Cortiance were founded. 


— nm ho Fre ne fake 
f is 


”m x. hc with oy are 

I== the fone Car _ ripe: 
erent oprmions, fhe e 

7 hong p/n church, Miniſtry, and 


Ordinances of þ Crock, od as it is 
in ow Pariſh Cburc s ——_ 


Ie reli 4 
be born with, alt ally x + ends 
vour to promote their ſeveral notions, 
while in Communion in the ſame Church, 

as they do it in a regular way 

gory breach of Peace or Charity 
Bit to ſeparate , divide, and to break 
dino fee Poe o when doh 
wor the account of t fe arent i 
Ws wr#/ agree in 
on effect of in- 


4s carries men _ 


great is 
hut Fr tie rate if 
Wo Fra: 


hexii The Preface. 
king leſſer things the condition of Com. 
or We ng were made ſo in A Pri. 
mitive Church. The Diſſenters great 
complaint is, that in our PariſhChurche; 
ſuch things are made the condition of 
Communion which the Scripture has not 
made ſo; but are not aware that they 
themſelves do ſo too while they make ther 
doubtful and diſputable opinions the 
; band of their Union. Though it ma 
not be convenient ts mely avre th 
condition of Communipn than is neceſ. 
ſary, yet it's nench better to obſerve thu 
condition being made, ſuppoſing it law- 
, than it is to ſeparate, And 


ſeperate we may not where the eſſential, 
of a true Church and Goſpel Mat 
Hon are, and nothing made the condi. 
ton of Communion that is ſonful though 
Jomething more ſhould be impojed - 9% 5 
ſomple conſideration is. convenient. But 
without all doubt the better. and more 


. Pine ad 


to the Church i 
72 aged a cat off a 
pretence om of ſpares. is to 
make no doubtful or diſputable opinion 
or 
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or thing the condition of Communion, 
but ſuch great,neceſſary and unqueſtion- 
piper as in which all 7 5 00 
Chriſtians have always been wont to be 
dereed. And the like might be ſaid 


touching ay ar of Faith. 
Secondly, beſeech them 
ouſly to conſider , whether there 


ever exped# that di 

from them reoaneh” Forgrdes 
ment in thoſe minute points and opini- 
ons that difference, diſtinguiſh and di- 
vide them from one another £ Can the 
Presbyterians, or the Congregationaliſts, 
or the Anabaptiſts , or any other party 
expel that ever all the other that dif- 
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and Saviour has not made thoſe leſſer 
opinions wherein the foreſai partie; 
þ >—aguidg ons ie the Standard 
of Communion in all his Churches, a; 
undoubtedly he has-not , then it nmſt 
needs be an able thing for them 
to expe that be ſhould ever by bis 
grace draw all his Diſciples and faith- 
ful followers to concenter in any one of 
them is ſuch a Standard, That which 
our Saviour hath made the Standard of 
Communion in his Churches , is that 
Subſtance of doFrine and worſhip in 
_—_ the ox re ry harps or- 
dinarily been agreed in all times and 
places of the Criflicn World. And 
therefore the Primitive Churches and þ 
pas gr rneeang always had ſuch Creed; 
end Liturgies in uſe awong them, as 
by mhich ehes declared not only the «- 
greement of each Church 


* KO KS DOT TS SEODART HEH R49S S 
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in order to their ent entering whay the IG, 
niſtry, yet always belg as well as any 
po that an agreement in_the main 

__{— pat dodrines ,' or points of 
Faith and Worſhip, ought to keep men 
9/4 ans rated The 
Preaching of the true 


drine of Salvation, though there ce» 


main many corruptions in them, are 
6 he ach the true Church- 
es of God , and fuch as none of the 
faithful may make ſeparation from. 
His Le@ures on Jobn 4. p. 165, 367: 
This being ſo, it ftill ſbows how wnrea- 
ſanable a thi a fant ona 
nions the en 
wiex, that fland 0 
BL. 

in the Cat 
U waited: py ne: 5b. 7 


condition Jirmegrraag 


ans 

mſelves Mberty We Jronately and 
calmly to confuler s as theſe; 
methinks they ſhould ny have the heart 
to think it better to keep open our lame 
table breaches, till this or that of their. 


different all the 
«1 nhl ro Heh ke thn 


is to concenter in tho emerals , by 
cement in which the Chri- 
Shut this and ihe Vik e by 
dt not it bet- 

ter to do'ſo dl th, third place 
beſeech oc to refle# and b, on 
_— Tg r of divi- 
rg po and narrow opi- 
by or thoſe are which 
IR carried the pete of = 

Parochial Communion t 

what ſach diviſion end Frerationb % 


ady 


HEN 
Rn 


ZH 


I | het =] 
Ret, 
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that. adhered to the publick, eſtabliſh. 
ment by Law, and ſet on foot a work, 
i hr, a ey pa 
reckoned. others from amon 
them, thought they might os drvide 
again from them to carry on the work 
of Reformation further , as they had 
divided from the other to begin it, 
And « third party ſerved the ſecond as 
the ſecond but one the fo, and 4 
fourth the third, . as the thir had done 
nd, and ſo on. And. thus the 


5A ns p 
= dion ahi 


fd 5 ck et il ke 


come 410 conclude at laſt, that ih ys is 
no certainty in. Religion , . in ſo nmch 
as that they will be ready to laugh at 
us when A 0 0 I Regs, 
and ark, ns of which Religion we 

have them to be, ry rp 


queſtionable but paterng'®'s 25 

nl Coperref » Infidels, They 
ticks, P {ed and ahers 6 in this Nee 
0s will be found owing , at leaſt, is 


great 


—_—_Y Ss 
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Theſe things 1 |; 
Sn 2 a. An 


mention them now (though they cannot 
be bid.) were it not to provoke the Diſ- 
ſenters to a jealonſy in themſelves of their 
well doing , in doing that which hath 
produced ſuch ſad effeFs, and to put 
en — 
42 ree whi "mes forth 
bad fruit, For i hw + a7 gr 
tained of them imyartially to conſider 
the mon effe&s their many ſepa- 
rations produced, and the thing, 
by which we heve endeavonred to evince, 
that their ſo ng bas been no neat- 
ter of 6-45 Foed - aw $5ma) 
trary, is could hardly fail to ftartle 
of them as have Lays 2X ona 
their minds how 4 fin it is with- 
nn. 4 wade ———_— 
acceſſary to the bringing the 
Charch foch greet wifricr' and ralam. 


ſoparations : 


fore 
Nor conld it then . fail ta encline them 


£3 to 
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to wan rn te” 4 law- 
ul umon with thoſe that di om 
rn but in ſuch aw rn 
ble, 4s ever they have done to draw 
themſelves and others into ſeparation, 
or an unpeaceable diviſion, upon account 
of difference of opinion about tolerable 
things. Were there not ſomething worſe 
which too much prevails us,than 
ſuch a ſpirit of humility and Chavity, 
by which'the true Diſciples and fuith- 
ful followers of our Saviour are above 
all things known, we ſhould not find it 
difficult. a thing at we do , to live 
peaceably together , and to enjoy com- 
fortable Communion one with another, 
notwithſtanding our different ſenti- 
ments about thoſe things which hve 
little or no influence upon the mind to 
make men really better jn the frame and 
- conſtitution of their ' Souls , but mich 
worſe when their affeFion for them is 
turned into bitter Zeal, ſtriſe, and con- 
tention, and a deſpiſing of others. If 1 
did not kordw , of verily think, "that 
wer world be no lojerr but great cain- 
ear 
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ers in the true ſpirit of Chri famiey, 
that general Communion 4 rake Anus yoo. 1 
their other due care and dlignnce fo in 


heave done, urged Ac meniys 
hinge, the difficult and 

ſtances we have rye bing 
SE 

as well a; rh reefs 54-4 

4: we could wiſh, Tigre my whe il, 

_ Enemy , %l perhaps _ 

nag lo of our paſt at if 


ke ab al in 
a evil A Gow Pan wckie 
Communion, as it runs counter to the 
Government that forbids it , but only 
from the evil t of it in the ma- 
tare of the pi 4 if there had been no 

1 nll fe covatnbieinrbowmnct 
wrong it done to Chriſtianity, when the 
e 4 beſt 


Ixxxiv The Preface. 


tradi God's: yet the public 
brought wpon Religion, by our - 
ons, as if we were of jo many 
would hawe been nothing (o great as now 
it is in the fight of the World, both in 
this end other Nations, thoueh the Dif 
fenters had held by-Meetings and Re- 
ligious Exerciſes , if they had. withd! 
—_ their Communion *. its Oe 
riſh regeations 3 but of this. 

les ahead ly in my aut And now 

bave done, [do expe to be. cenſured 
both ou the right kand and on the left, 
by ſuch as. run into extreans ou eit 
band 5, but am well aſſured, that ſuch 
are the awen by whow the: Church bas 
uffered moſt, and who art never like to 
have the banour of healing the wound: 
which. they hage' made 5, unleſs they 
change their atndry, end. \ become of 
, more 


a 


WW ”” TeV <> *'Y NO > S&T RT -T XI wo -V 


Ing red» 
And without ſuch 
, 5, 4s the Caſe 
' 
J 
ſj Church of it, And for my Ira 
: 
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Aeration , and. for the - manifold "Gus 
f therenpon , ra 


is, « Prof 
h di tionate indeed in 
AE Dgens 
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Poſtſcripr. 
Tu fly he fr 'Þ lea 


Fa Po In order 
the to rock iv aning nd preſerving 
Amy in the C 

d in the enſuing oy 5 Fo 
ings ul ally be evoided, to 


os ee 
ſtion in - that give Laws. Tn w_ 
neſs ce in 

Food rl though ._"y jo Loall, y* 


commendable, and ſo is 4 care to 


di all that to be ſon which is ſo in- 


deed, in order to wa _— 

url gular gogint 4p dong 

phe er; + earl ary $i 

out to give 4 rea/on . 

dren frneden hs nor Frarny »/ 
ion. It's true, whatſoever is not of 
aith is fin. But then, whatſoever is 

believed to be unlawful without 

able to give ſome good account of ſuch a 

bels 


» 
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belief, is ſuperſtition, -And men ſhould 
be as ſery ts make mare ſins or 
duties than God has made to be ſo, as 
they ſhould be to commit the one or meg- 
left the other of thoſe that are declared 
to be ſuch by God. Many of men ſera- 
ples are owing only to their fancy,which 
in Religious as well as in other Caſes, 
has a ſtrong operation on the mind,when 
there is no foundation in" reaſon for it, 
and reaſon will hardly Jatich ſach. 
And here let me ſay, that thoſe who 
imploy their parts ny learning in re- 
moving ſuch ſcruples, isfying ſuch 
pXrhgea are ſolvable, po Peet ſettle 
mens minds and procure Peace in the 
Church, do make a far better uſe of their 
parts and learning than thoſe who ine- 
ploy theirs, in raiſing thoſe doubts and 
fſeruples in the minds of men, to the un- 
fetling of them, and to the diſturbance 
of the Peace of the Community. Far 
the one tends to leſſen the difference 4- 
mong us, and to reduce it into 4 narrow 
paſs , and by degrees to concifiate 
_ reconcile Diſſenters, when as the 


other 
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other tends to widen the difference and 
to keep oper the breach ; and there is 
a much difference betwetn them , as 
there is between bealing aud wounding, 

The other thi to be ebdided in os: 
der to the C s Peace, 'is unmece _ 
cds evo By which I mean t 

ſition of unneceſſary things , or at 
ht o_—_ 'y as conditions o 
on. things ſhould never be 
inp as nit Communion, 
h tend to diviſion. "Thc eo 
the Church ſhould 'grve Laws even to t 
Law-givers, as the end does in the 


thoice of mean. Things indifferent in 
weak fury: Milt rony 4; 'mepoſed 
further than will conſiſt with the Peace 
$i x "and Orders Di 


ar nothing ir 1mpoſe Wed bir. what 3s Law- 
Jul, though ow offer} 4 i ſelf, but 
Ft 
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convenient for uniformity ſake, and 
op yh K4 f' —_—_ s of ſacb 
owned as _— 
cds pt admitted to the priviledges 
thereof” 5 and it may well be rods 
Jo many ay are truly conſcientiouſly ſcru- 
pulons for the preſent , will be convin- 
ced and ſatisfied in time by ſuch endea- 
vours as are ſufficient to that end. Tet 
it may be conſidered withall , that this 
way and method of reconciling Difſen- 
ters, is more uncertain and more 
Zardous , and not ſo: near and ready 
to come unto fo deſirable an end 
Jy 4 reconciling Diſſenters is, as the 


taking off ſome impoſitions would be, 
without any hurt to Religion in gene- 


ral, or damage to the juſt intereſt of the 
Church , but much to Fi neo of 


_ For it is 6 thing well CR : 
enerality of the people are but little * 
wha, in argumentation. pro and con 
p 4 wr —_— ar cance 
eaſily make 4 ment on whic 
ws fy ph py IR 
experience, how little this method of 


rEecons 
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reconciting - Diſſenters has prevail d. 
And ar4. _— romiſe _— toes 
any better ſucceſs in this way for t 
ture than has been found bitherto, is a 
queſtion would be thought on. The ge- 
nerality of the people among the Diſen- 
ters, 1 conceive, do much acquieſce in the 
Judgment of thoſe Guides and Leaders 
whom they moſt affet., touching the 


things in difference between us and then. 

Which ſeems to make it neceſſary in 

order to the reconciling the generality of 

the Diſſenting people to Parochial Com- 

munion , to do ſomewhat <o for the 
ui 


eaſe of their Leaders and Guides, in 
reference to their reconciliation likewiſe. 
And thus I end as I began. 

And truly methinks the bad influ- 
a our diviſions and bot u——_—_— 

ve the ſpirits of men on both 
fide, TY the a Cato which is 
thereby brought upon our Religion in the 
ezes of Foreign Nations, and the conſi- 
deration of what a bar is thereby put in 

of t 


the way of the unbelieving world again 
their + Aur of our Religion and * 
Goſpel 
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Goel we prof ſhould wo fil to re- 
every man on bot s, who" has 
any love or zeal for t the and fuc- 

z bis bY in the World, and 

ood of meny Soulr, to do what 

aſef towards the putting att end 

nc this Church War , beſides the many 

other ſtrong motives which every one 

knows do perſwade and oblige us all th 

haſten an Union on the beſt terms we 
can, if not the beſt that ——_—_— 

When onr bleſſed Saviour prayed obs 

Diſciples and Followers, that 

might be one, and for this reaſon, An 

the World might believe that the 

_ had ſent him, he knew and 

aw that their Soi would tend 
the World in 
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Peace and Unity 


AMONG 


CHRISTIANS. 


HE deep ſenſe of the very ill 
effets of -our Church-Divi- 
fions' hath put me, as it 
ſhould do good Chriſti- 
an,, upon healing erations. An 
accoyat . of ſome of which 1 ſhall give 
in the following Diſcourſe ; which 1 
ſball ground on the words of St. Paul, 
Eph. 4.3. Endeavouring to kgep the Unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of Peace, Which 
contain. that behaviour ,--4n part, by 
B 


which 
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2 A Perſwaſiveto Peace and Unity 
which Chriſtians may, and onght to walk 
nm ty that Vocation to which they 
are : Unto which the Apoſtle doth, 
with the greateſt earneſtneſs, exhort and 
perſwade them, in this and the two for- 
mer Verſcs. And the words give us occa- 
fron to inquire igto two things. 1. What 
is meant by the Unity the Spirit, 
2, How this Unity is preſerved by Peace, 
and how we are to endeavour ſo to pre- 
ſerve it. 

1, What is meant by the Unity of the 
Spirit? The Unity of the Spirit is that 
Oneneſs among Chriſtians, which the Spi- 
rit of God worketh , or effe@teth by 
Goihel RN is the Miniſtration Eb 
Spirit. For by the Spirits operation 
that, Men become one in Faith or Perſwa- 
ſion, one in Profeſſion, one in AﬀeCtion, 
and one in Communion. And by their U- 
nionand agreement in theſe, or the three 
former of theſe, they become one Body 
or Spiritual Corporation under Chriſt the 
Head of it. By one Spirit they are all Bay- 
rized into one , and are made to drink. 
wmto one Spirit, 1 Cor. 12. 13. —— For the 
work of the Muniſhry —— till we all come to 
the Unity of the Faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, Epheſ. 4. 12, 13. 

1, They are, by the Spirit, made one 

/ in 


\» among Chriſtians. 
in faith or perſwaſion touching the 
fundamental truths in the Chriſtian 
gion z ſuch as the Apoſtle doth inftencein, 
in the three following Verſes: Even as ye 
were called in one hope of your Calling : One 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and 
Fche all, who is above all, and t 

in you all, Firſt, they are all 

wr or by the Goſpel to embrace Chri- 
ſtianity , in One Hope of obtaining for. 
neſs of fins, and eternal Life, Se- 
ly, they all agree in profeſling 
Faith in One Lord Feſus Chriſt, as the only 
Mediator , in oppolition to the Lords 
, the many Mediators the Heathen 

pro Thindts T—_ 1 Gr. 
5, 6. ; all agree in the 
Ball that the Biotin of the Goſpel 
by Chriſt, and Ins Apoſtles, contained in 
the Holy Scriptures, is a revelation from 
God touching what Men ought to believe, 
and how they ought to bve;, called the 
Cone” Faith) and rhe Common Faith, from 
the Chriſtians nnanimous agreement in it, 
T#.1.4. Fourthly, they all agree, and 
areone in the belief of On God and F ather 
of all, in oppatition to the many 1dol- 
gods worſhipped by others. Fifrhly, 
there is alſo One Baptiſm , by which all 
the Chriſtians , witls one confenat, make 
B 2 pro- 
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profeſſion ſolemaly of their beliet in, and 
Dedication to the Worſhip and Service of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, mto 
whoſe Name they were Baptized, and by 
which, as by a ſhered Rite , they are ſ0- 
lemnly declared to be of the one Body, 
the Church. By one Spirit are all Baptized 
imo one Body. 

2. They all agree, and are one, in the 
Profeſſios of the Common Faith, the fun- 
damental Dodctrines of the Goſpel, the 
belief of which is of neceſſity to Salva- 
tion, Which Profeſſion is called _ 
knowledging of the truth which 11 after 
lineſs , nf I, 1.2 _ 3, 75 Th 
acknowledgment of the My God, and 
of the -7remny and of Griſt * Col 2, 2, 
As with the heart they believe nnto Righ- 
teouſneſs, fo with the Mouth confeſſion 1: 
made unto Salvation, Rom. 10. 10. 

3. So far as they are Chriſtians indeed, 
they are all one in affeftion, or Brotherly 
Love. They love all men, even thoſe 
that are not Chriſtians, with a love of 
com n, deſiring, and ſeeking their 
good ; but they love their fellow Chri- 
ſtians with a ſpecial kind of love, for the 
appearance of good in them , for their 
oneneſs with them in the Faith, called, 
4 loving for the Truths ſake which i: in mo 

2 John 
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2 John 1. 2. And « loving them in the 
Faith, Tit. 3. 15. By which they be- 
come One Heart, and one Soul, knit toge- 
ther in Love, ACt. 4. 32. Col. 2.2. And 
hence it is that Faith in owr Lord Teſws 
Chriſt, and love to all the Saints, are 
frequently joined together in Scrip- 
ture, 

4. All they that rightly be of the 
Unity of the Spirit, are alſo one in Com- 
munion, One in their Communion 'm 
Grace, mutually loving one another, and 
praying one for another : One in Com- 
munion in Gifts, edifying one another as 
they have opportunity : Aad one in Com- 
munion in Ordinances z communicating 
together in Ordinances of Divine Wor- 
ſhip, Spiritually with all, and locally with 
thoſe among whom they live; 1 Cor. 10. 
17, For we being many are one Bread, and 


one. Body 1, for we are all partakers of that 
one Bread. 


Theſe are the things in which the Unity 
of the Spirit doth eſpecially conſiſt. Not 
that I limit, it to theſe only : for it is the 
work of the Spirit, in the Goſpel, to be 
bringing the Believers to ſpeck all the 
ſame thing, and to be perfeltly joined together 
in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judoment ; 
in the leſſer _ of Religion as well as 

3 the 
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the greater; but their aftual agreement 
lyeth moſtly in the greater. 

2, How this Unity is preſerved by 
Peace, and how we are to endeavour 
ſo to preſerve it. 

Unity in the whole Community of 
Chriſtians, is preſerved by each s 
obſerving the Laws and Rules made for 
the Government and good Order of the 
whole in their carriage towards each other, 
For while every Man acts his own part 
only, and keeps in his own Rank accord- 
ing to Rule, there is no confuſion, no 
diſturbance, no diviſion : and peace and 
confulion, or diſorder, are put in oppo- 
ſition to one another, 1 (o&. 14. 33. 
Chriſt, the Head of the Church, or Spi- 
ritoal Corporation, hath made ſeveral 
excellent Laws and Rules, to govern the 
Members of his Body in their 
one towards another, for the common 
good of the whole, and for the Honour 
of their Religion, and of him who is the 
great Founder of it. As that all their 
—_ G_ be done in Charity : That 
they be gentle and courteous, humble and 
condeſcending, in Honour preferring 
one another : That they | Lynne 
of mercy and kindneſs : for- 
bear one another in love: That the 
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reſt, -about undetermined circumſtances 
of Order or Worſhip ; ſome holding 
theſe, and others holding thoſe beſt to 
agree with general Rules : If then cither 
the one or the other do urge, or impoſe 
their own apprehenſions, or = the 
others that differ from them, to the appa- 


rent breach of the great Laws of Charity, 
and general edification ; Then is the 
Churches peace thereby diſturb'd, and the 
Unity thereof more or leſs broken ;, and 
then eminently ſo, when it proceeds to ſe- 


paration. 

But when Chriſtians that agree in the 
eſſentials of Chriſtianity, do manage all 
their different a ſions about leſſer 
matters, eſpecially about undetermined 
circumſtances , and matters of doubtful 
diſputation, with ſuch Humility, Charity, 
Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, Tenderneſs, Con- 
deſcenſion and forbearance, as is no ways 
apt to diſcover in them any ſlighting of 
their Brethren, or uncharitableneſs to- 
wards them, nor is any ways apt to beget 
ſuch like diſtempers in their Brethren to- 
wards themſelyes, to the interrupting of 
their mutual Communion; Then may 
they be truly ſaid to keepthe Unity of the 
Spirit in the bond-of peace, though they 
otherwiſe differ in their thoughts mo 
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ſuch things : becauſe by fuch a behaviour 
they obſerve the Laws of good Order, 
provided by our Lord and Maſter in fuch 
caſes, as I ſhall ſhew more particularly af- 
terwards. 

ln the mean time, by what hath been 
thus ſaid in general, you may underſtand 
how we are to endeavour to keep the U.- 
pity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace ; 
and that is, by a prudent and careful keep. 
ing cloſe to the Laws which our Bleſſed 
Saviour hath given thoſe of his great 
Houſhold, to govern themſelves by, in 
their carriage one towards another, under 
all their difterent apprehenlions and opi- 
nions in ſuch like things as aforeſaid. 

And for the manner of endeavouring 
it; The phraſe and manner of ſpeaking, 
uſed in Scripture in _ duty of 
Peace and Unity, plainly ſhews that the 

ſervation or recovery of it , is moſt 
induſtriouſly ro be endeavoured. Jf i 
be poſſible, and as much as in you lyeth, 
lrue peaceably with all Men, Rom. 12. 18, 
Seek, peace, and enſue it, 1 Pet. 3. 11, 
Follow Peace with all Men, Heb. 12. 14. 
Though it flye from us, yet we mult fol- 
low after it, and, if it be poſſible, over- 
take, and bring it back again. Nay, we 
we hot only to follow aſter Peace , = 
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alſo to follow after the things that makg for 
«ce, that tend to it, Rows. 14. 19. And 
uſe this is that which I principally 
deſign in theſe Papers, I ſhall enlarge my 
Diſcourſe the more about it. And what 
I ſhall ſay in ſhewing yet more particu- 
larly how we are toendeavour to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace, 
may paſs under the name of Directions, if 
you pleale. 


I, Direltion. 


If we would endeavour it to purpoſe, 
we mult lay the Foundation in the peace- 
able Goverament of our own Spirits, in 


Humility and Charity, baniſhing thence 
ſuch paſſions and evil humours as will 
otherwiſe betray Men into unpeaceable 
practiſes, and make them diſturbers of the 
Churches Peace ; and, conſequently,break- 
ers of her Unity. 

As firlt of all, we muſt lay aſide Pride, 
and Vain-glory, and e all our mat- 
ters one with another, with lowlineſs of 
mind, meekneſs and modeſty. For un- 
Chriſtian contention which is contrary 
to Peace, ſprings from Pride and height 
of Spirit: Only by Pride cometh contention, 
ſaith Solomon , . 13. 10. By = 

a 
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a Man over-values himfef, and nnder- 
values another : He over-values his own 
underſtanding, reaſoning, and judgment ; 
and as mnch flights and nndervatues 
anothers. This makes him impatient of 
oppoſition, and to think hardly of them 
that will not bow to his reaſonings, and 
judgment, and fay as he ſays. The im- 
moderate deſire to maintain che reputati- 
on of his own jadgment, of which he 
hath ſo high a conceir, makes him over- 
look, or but lightly conſider what is 
offered by another in oppoſition to it, or 
differing from it. And hence ariſe im- 
moderate and unpeaceable contendings ; 
eſpecially when the parties contending 
are both fick of one Diſeaſe; though the 
one may have a better cauſe in hand than 
the other. This St. Pas! cautioned 
—o_ — _ Gal. 5. 26. Lt 
us not be deſwous 4m- » provoking 
one another , mg one S972 Fes 
Men are ambitrous, and vain-glorious, 
would be ſome body, or to ap- 
pear > in the account of 
others , every little oppoſition is apt to 
provoke their paſſion : 1 4 $4 
paſſion are apt again to fay and do thar 
which tends to provoke others. And 
when the fire is by this means kindled,ir is 
not 
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not eaſily quenched. For, Where envying 
and ſtrife is, there «confuſion, and every evil 


Humility , Meekneſs, aid 


bear ſway, there the 
Church is in li 
uch 


diſpoſes them to 

s Own things, but 
others; and as impartially, 
much fairneſs to conſider 


and weigh 
what is offered 


them, as what is offer. 


Vain » but 
Ir wel = bet 


things 
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things which are not of the eſſence of 
Chriſtianity, yet there will be no unpeace- 
able ſtriving, nor contending, no ull and 
provoking refleftions among ſuch as are 
of this humble, TING bur 
they will quietly, and patiently bear with 
one another in Love , as knowing them- 
ſelves not to be infallible. The Servant 
of the Lord muſt not firive , but be gentle 
wito all Men , patiet, in mekneſs in- 
ftrutting thoſe that oppoſe themſelves , ſhew- 
gy rs 2 Tim. 2. 24,25. 
it. 3. 2. It was faid of our Lord him- 
ſelf (who was meek, and lowly in heart) 
that be ſhall not ftyrve, nor cry, neither ſhall 
any man hear his voice in the s; Mat. 12. 
19. And if this way of proceeding will 
not reconcile the different-minded to our 
judgment , when we have truth on our 
ſide, much leſs will any thing that we can 
do in a more imperious, and paſlionate 
way of proceeding. For the wrath 
Man workgth not the Righteouſneſs of God : 
It is no fit Inſtrument or Tool for that 
Work, Jam. 1. 20. Whereas by a patient, 
and ble forbearance,not only Unity 
in afteftion and Communion is preſerved, 
but many times the diſſenting party won 
upon, and brought to a better under. 
ſtandings By long forbearing is 4 Prince 


Per 
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perſwaded , and a foſt Tongue breakgth the 
bone, Prov. 25, ig. 

-— IN SITY: GD 

ualihes a more T0 
the Spirit in the boad of Peace than hs 
The ſeveral properties of it as deſcribed 
by St, Paul, in 1 Cor. 13. 4 — 7. do, 
as it were, conſpire, and naturally tend 


to promote peace and good ———_ 
To what degree Charity dwells in any 
Man, to that degree it diſpoſeth him to 
Suffer long, and to forbear revenge ; to be 
kid, and ready to do good: and indif- 
poſeth him to evvy others in what they 
excel him; to vawnt biel, or to be 
paſſed up, or to bebave bunſelf 
or unbecomiagly in word or deed, or to 
ſeek bis own, with negleft of others be- 
nefir ; or to be eaſily provokgd : or to 
think or furmize ewvl, or to laterpeet 
things to the worlt ſeace, or to rejoice 
in anothers halting, though an Adver- 
: but inclines him to rejorce #2 the Trath, 
and when right takes ; It enables 4 
Man to bear with all things in another fo 
GO _—_ _ M gs 
: to believe things are any 
wayes credible, that tend to excuſe or 
commend others: To hope «ll thavgs, and 
nct.to ripe, Ln ae ng ay 
y 
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by Charitable endeavours be recovered, 
though he bath miſcarried : and to endure 
all tbangs, labour, pains, and many incon- 
veniencies to himſelf, ſo he may but be 
ſerviceable to others. And if theſe be the 
p_ of Charity, well may it be cal. 

the bond of perfe&tneſs, and Chriſtians 
exhorted above all things ro put it on. 
How can it be thought, that they can ever 
divide, or ſeparate, in whom Love with 
theſe properties dwells ? 

And as Charity is of a healing, ſo it is 
alſo of a comprehenſive Nature : I can 
ſcarce propoſe any endeavours proper] 
uſeful to keep the Unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of , but more or leſs of 


theſe properties of Charity will be found 
in them. And it is ſo univerſally uſeful 
for the right condu@t of all affairs in the 
Churc 


St. Pal gives it in charge 
, (1 Or. 16. 14.) Let all your things 
be done with Charity : a line and vein of this 
ſhould run h all, And if all Chri- 
ſtians had but this ſalt in themſetves (to al- 
lade to Mark 9.) it would fo ſeaſon their 
converſe, that they would have peace one 
with another. 
be. _ is ns of affetion 
« peaceable correſ ence among 
Chriſtians, it makes them unwilling - > 
iffer 


thus, ( 
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differ from one another in judgment or 
practice. There is ſuch a comfort in Love 
(as the phraſe is, Phil. 2. 1.) that it 
makes them very unwilling to admit of 
any difference that may diminiſh that 
comfort, or weaken that love. And this 
diſpoſeth them to look,, not on their own 
things only, but alſo on the things of other;, 
and to weigh, without prejudice or parti. 
ality , what each offers to other ; which 
is the way to have the weaker brought 
over to the ſtronger, in any thing wherein 
they differ. And in this way doth the 
Church edifie it ſelf in love, Epheſ. 4. 16. 
Bring knit together in love, even unto all 
riches of full aſſurance of underit anding, as 
the phraſe is, Col. 2, 2. And indeed, it is 
a common thing for one Man to be 
brought over to anothers judgment 
through afteCtion to him, being prepared 
thereby to give his reaſonings the greateſt 
liberty and fcope in his judgment. 
Whereas, on the contrary, it is a ſtrong 
temptation to Men'to differ from them in 
judgment and practice, from whom they 
have departed in affeftion. St. Paul 
could cally believe there were diviſions in 
the Church of Corinth, when he fore-knew 
there would be Herelies among them, the 
one: being the fore-runacr of the _ 
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and a leſſer difference making way for a 
ter, as by ſad experience we have ſeen 

1a our days, 1 Cor, 11, 18, 19. St. Par 
obſerved it in ſome , who having firſt 
ſmerved from Charity , they quickly turned 
aſide unto vain janging, 1 Tim. 1, 5,6. 
Whereas Love is t d of perfetneſs, 
as it is called it is the ſtrongeſt bond, ir 
holds the parts —_—_— and faſteſt coge- 
ther, Cl. 3. 14. It being a Maſter grace, 


and of a benign Nature, it hath a kindly 
influence upon a mans judgment and 
whole praftice. As the integrity of rhe up- 
right doth guide them, {0 will their Charity 
too. He that loveth his Brother abideth in 
the light, and there 1: no occafion of ſtumbling 


whim, 1-Joh. 2. 10, It is doubtleſs then 
more for want of love than want of light, 
when the Unity of the Spirit is not kept in 
the bond of peace. 

This then 1s the = Cw : that we 
would by a diligent uſe of all good means 
and == ne a and — Humility 
and Charity in our minds and Spirits, as 
principles of ſuch a peaccable behaviour, 
ws tends to preſerve Unity in the 

urch, 


C HW. Dwe- 
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IL. Direftion. 


This Unity is to be endeavoured to be 
kept in the bond of Peace by all good 
Chriſtians, by their being careful to ab- 
ſtain from deſpi/ing and cenſuring one ano. 
ther upon account of their difterent ap- 

rehenſions about the leſſer things in Re- 
gion, ſo long as they are agreed in the 
main. Unleſs theſe be forborn in ſuch 
caſes, it's next to an impollibility to pre- 
ſerye peace and Unity among them. 
Theſe unchriſtian practices, as they are 
the effects of pride and uncharitableneſs, 
ſo they are, and have been two great 
— » and Church dividers. 
here is, and ever hath been, and will be 
different meaſures of knowledge, under- 
ſtanding, and grace in the { Members 
of the ſame Body : Someare weak in the 
Faith, and fame ſtrong ; ſome Babes, and 
ſome ſtrong Men, Upon account of 
which difference of knowledge and grace, 
differences are apt more or leſs to ariſe 
among them. weak are apt to be 
more ſcrupulous than the ſtrong , as 
being more in the dark, and fo apter to 
ſtumble. Whereupon the ſtrong, if they 
be not reſtrained by Humility and Charity, 
are apt to deſpiſe thera when they _ 
MAXxc 
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make chem underſtand what is plain and 
evident to them themſelves. And the 
weak, again, if rhey be not reſtrained by 
Humility and Charity, are apt to judge 
and cenſure the ſtrong, as it they were 
not ſo conſcientious, becauſe nor fo ſeru- 
pulous as themſelves. And upon this 
deſpiling and judging one another, the 
bond of peace is broken, and a way pre- 
pared for dividing. For when the weak 
ſee themſelves negleted , flighted , nor 
regarded, and fet at nought by the ſtrong, 
it diſcourages them, and takes off the 
pleaſure of their Society and Communion, 
and makes them weary of ir, and becomes 
a temptation to them to forſake it, and to 


follow any _ party that will head 


them, And when the ſtrong, again, find 
themſelves judged and cenſured by the 
weak, as if they were Men of little Con- 
ſcience, they are apt to look upon them- 
ſelves as being, by ſuch prejudice taken up 
agaiaſt them , pat ont of a capaciry of 
ſerving them z which becomes a tempta-» 
tion to them to neglet them, and ſome- 
what to eſtrange themſelves from them : 
Or, however, though that tempration 
ſhould not prevail ſo far upon them, yet 
all endeavours of the ſtrong to help and 
cure the weak, are eaten eden” 

C2 the 
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the weak have againſt them when ay 
once fall to judging them, made very m 
ineffeftual ; ſo miſchievous and banefu! 
to the Churches Peace and Unity is proud 
deſpiling, and uncharitable cenſuring one 
another. 

This was the caſe between the believi 
Jews and Gentiles, upon which the fir 
conſiderable breach we read of brake out 
in the Chriſtian Church ; of which we 
have an account in AZ. 15. and Rem, 14: 
and other places. The believing Jews 
durſt not uſe ſuch liberty in meats as 
the believing Gentiles did : nor did the 
believing Gentiles think themſelves ob. 
liged to be circumciſed ,; and to obſerve 
mn as the believi v_ 
thought they were, Hereupon 
lieving Gentiles which underſtood their 
Liberty, deſpiſed the believing Jews when 
they could not make them underſtand it 
too. And the believing Jews, on the other 
hand fell to judging the believing Gen- 
tiles as looſer than themſelves, and as 
Men of no Conſcience, becauſe they did 
not make Conſcience of Meats, and days, 
and of Circumciſion, as well as them- 
ſelves. And upon this unchriſtian carria 
of one towards another under the diffe- 


rent apprehenſions in theſe tunes, = 
i 
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diviſions, fidings, and diſturbances among 
them did enſue. 

Now that all fuch deſpiſing and judg- 
ing one another, and dividing trom one 
another about their difference in leſſer 
matters of doubtful diſputation , ſhould 
be forborn by Chriſtians, ſo long as they 

in the eſſentials of Chriſtianity, Sr. 
Paw! declares, upon theſe two grounds, 
among others, 

1, Becauſe upon the Common Faith 
wherein they were both agreed, they were 
at the firſt received by the Lord into his 
Charch, and fo into a near Relation to 
himſelf, And therefore their after-diffe. 


rences which did not deſtroy that Founda- 
tion upon which that Relation was firſt 
built, were no ſufficient ground of de- 


ſpiſing, or judging one another, or of 


c— or rawing one from ano- 
ther. This is plainly fer down in theſe 
words: Let not bim that eateth, deſpiſe hum 
that eateth net ; and let not bim which catath 
not, judge him that cateth, for God bath re- 
cerved bim , Rom. 14. 3, And this rea- 
ſon is farther backed and urged again, 
Chap. 19. 7. Wherefore receive one ano- 
ther, as Chriſt alſe received us to the glory 
of God. Thoſe whom God hath received 
into his Church upon ſuch and foch 
C 3 grounds, 
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grounds, we may not, we ought not £0 
diſcourage, or reject, by deſpiſing, or judg- 
ing, or withdrawing from, ſo long as that 
remains in them vpon which at firſt 
received them. Which holds in all other 
caſes of difference between Chriſtians that 
agree in the main, as theſe did, as well as 
in this between the believing Jews and 
Geatiles. lt is upon the like reaſon and 
ground that our Apoſtle, in the words 
upon which I found my diſcourſe , and 
thoſe tollowing, ( Epheſ. 4.) prelleth 
upon Chriſtians the great duty of en- 
deavouring to keep the Unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace, viz. 
they were at firſt incorporated into one 
Body by a profeſſion and acknowledg- 
ment of one God and Father of all, of 
one Loid Jeſus Chriſt, of one __- 
rit of the Father and the Son , one 
Dodctrine of Faith, of one Hape, of one 
Baptiſm. Which fundamental points 
believed and lived to, are ſufficient to 
Salvation, And if fo, they are ſufficient 
bonds of Union , and boundaries of 
Communion, whatever difference in leſſer 
things may otherwiſe occur. For more 
in profeſſion, cannot be abſolutely neceſ: 
fary to Church-Communion, than what 
in reality is abſolutely neceſſary to Salva- 
£100. 
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tion. For as the one doth conſtitute the 
Church as inviſible, fo doth the other the 
Church as vilible. And the ſame thing 
which conſtirutes the Chorch as viſible, 
muſt needs inveſt the Members thereof in 
a right to its external priviledges. And 
if the Charch had kept this her ground 
upon which ſhe was firſt buile, and not 
made more conditions of Communion, ſhe 
had never been cut, mangled, and torn in- 
to (1 know not how many) pieces, as ſhe 
hath been, and at this day is. And I fee 
not any probability of her recovery to her 
primitive Union and Communion, till ſhe 
return to this her firſt Foundation of U- 
nion, and boundary of Communion, But 
a return to this would quickly do it, if all 
Chriſtians would acquieſce therein. And 
why they ſhould not as well as the primi- 
tive Chriſtians {the beſt Chriſtians that 
ever the World ſaw} did, I underſtand 
not, nor ever could hear any good reaſon 
to make me underſtand it. 

2. St. Paxls other reaſon, why Chri- 
ſtians that agree in the main, as aforeſaid, 
ſhould not deſpiſe , or jodge , or with- 
draw from one another, for their differing 
in leſſer things, is this : becauſe both par- 
. ties differing bat only fo , are to be pre- 
ſumed, in the judgment of Charity, to aim 

C 4 at 
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at the pleaſing of God in what they diffe- 
rently hold and do. For Charity , ac- 
cording to which we are to guide our 
ſelves 1n all ſuch caſes of difference, think. 
«th no evil, but believeth, and bh all 
things concerning others , in belt 
ſence and conſtruction their Actions are 
capable of, This was the caſe of the 
believing Jews and Gentiles ; they both 
aimed at the pleaſing of God even in thoſe 
things wherein they differed. He that 
regardeth the day, regardeth it to the Lord ; 
and he that regardeth not the <> to the 
Lord be doth net regard is. He that eateth, 
eateth to the Lord, (ſaith he) for be giveth 
God thanks, and be that eateth not, to the 
Lord be eateth not, and groeth God thanks, 
Rom. 14.6. Both aimed at the appro- 
ving themſelves to God in their co 
ways. And if the Lord in ſuch a caſe 
will not deſpiſe, or judge ſuch an one, fo 
as to condemn him, though under a 
—_—_ but 0 00 _ as certainly 
will not, but pity pardon him, 
(for be bath - on them that are 7- 
norant , and out of the way) much leſs 
ſhould we, who are fallible our ſelves, and 
c ed about with infirmities, Who art 
thou that judgeſt another mans Servam ?(ſaith 
our Apoſtle) ro his own Maſter be =_ 
et 
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«th or falleth : one of us ſhall groe an 
— Maker eros Las red gr thre 
oe judge one another any more, VET. 4, 12, 
fo = gh is a Ars Ars belongs not 
unto bs. There is one Law-giver, and one 
Judge ;, who art thou that judgeſt another ? 
Jam. 4.12. That is, what dolt thou make 
thy ſelf to be, that dareſt to undertake 
ſuch a thing ? 

And as we ſhould be afraid to judge 
one another, ſo we ſhould of deſpiſmg 
one another in any caſe like that before 
mentioned ; for our Saviours ſerious ca- 
veat againſt it, argues itto be both much 

inſt his mind, and of dangerous con- 
ſequence to our ſelves and others : Take 


beed that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe little 
Ones, Mat. 18, 10. He knew that his 
little Ones , becauſe but lirtle Ones in 
knowledge and e, that have little of 
theſe to render their fellowſhip much de- 
A ——_— to be neglected and Night- 


ed, and to be thereby diſcouraged , and 
turned aſide : he therefore cautions thoſe 
that are ſtronger, to take heed leſt they 
ſhould be betrayed into any ſuch carriage 
towards them as ſignifies their lighting 
of them. Our Saviour had ſhewed be- 
fore, how ſad a thing it would be for any 
Man to be inſtrumental in turning any 

Weak 
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weak Chriſtian albde by any undue car- 
riage towards him, when be ſaid, in ver. 
6. Wo be to the Worli becauſe of offences, 
&c. and wo be to him by whom the off ence 
cometh. And it would be far more Chriſt. 
like (of whom it is faid, He ſhall not 
break, the bruiſed Ryred , nor quench the 
ſmoalgng Flax) to ule more Care, pains, 
and tenderneſs towards the weak and 
feeble, to preſerve and increaſe that little 
ſpark of Chriſtianity ia them, though it 
be no more, and though there be no more 
appearance of it, than there is of fire 
when only ſmoak can be diſcerned, than 
towards thdſe that are ſtrong, and do 
not ſtand ia fo very much of render- 
neſs in our carriage, and applications 
to them, Which alſo agrees excellently 
well with St. Pau's Metaphorical Dil. 
courſe, in 1 (o. 12. 23, 24, 25. Thoſe 
Members of the Body , which we thunk, to be 
leſs honourable , upon theſe we beſtow more 
abundant honour , and our uncomely parts 
bave ngre abundant comelineſs, For our 
comely parts have no _ but God hath 
tempered the Body together , having given 
more abundant honour to pe hich 
lacked, that there ſhould be no Schiſm in the 
Body : implying, that certainly there will 
be,where {uch care, and tenderneſs of pro- 
ceeding 
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ceeding is not uſed towards fuch as are 
leaſt accounted of in revigwalgr Where- 


feet Temovin all diſ 
tlc. ge i 


which is lame be turned out - a onthy 
robe bs & be hk E-Ey 
ail of the grace 
aps 4 I5. How far a 
us have made chentiees af 
breaking the Peace and Unity of =_ 


lty to repent of what 
is paſt, and to for time to come, 
that they may not be judged and con- 
demned by God for what they have done. 
That's the ſecond DireQtion. 


to hes 
ill reflexions on them that differ 
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and then ſcattering abroad all the evil 
they can, or whatever may tend to the 
diſparagement , or reproach of ſuch as 
differ from them. Becaule, if they ſhould 
be guilty herein, though they may think 
thereby to weaken the Reputation of the 
Cauſe they oppoſe, yet in truth they will 
be ſo far from reconciling their Opponent 
to their Cauſe, as that they will there 
diſhonour it, and render it the more ſul 
ed ; and Communion with themſelves 
© much the leſs deſirable , and all their 
own arguings the leſs available, and by- 
ſtanders the readier to fall in with thoſe 
of a better behaviour, as judging thereby 
their Cauſe to be better, though in it ſelf 
it ſhould be worſe : for a good Cauſe may 
be ſpoiled in the handling. All ſuch un- 
chriſtian carriage tends to exaſperate, im- 
bitter, and provoke the Spirits of their 
Opponents, both againſt them and their 
Cauſe, and to widen the breach more and 
more, and to ſet them at the greater di. 
ſtance, and to make them the more irre- 
concilable. A froward Man ſoweth ſtrife 
(faith the Wiſe man) Prov. 26. 28. Grie- 
vous words ſtir up anger, and the forcing of 
wrath bringeth forth itriſe : and the werebof 
a tale.bearer are as wounds, Prov. 15. 1. 
and 26. 22, and 30. 33, Sotrue it is that 
the 
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the wrath of man doth not work the Righteouf. 
neſt of God, Jam. 1. 20. It is not tor the 
intereſt of the Truth, nor doth it any 
ways advantage the cauſc of God, No, if 
any Man would ſee any good effedt of his 
endeavours towards the Uniting of Men, if 
he would ſee the Seed he ſows come up ; 
let him be ſure to GERNIEG and un- 

eable proceedings therein. The Fruit 
if Righteondreſs is ſown in Peace of them that 
make Peace, Jam. 3. 18. The Servant of 
God muſt not ſtreve,but be gentle to all,2 Tim. 
2. 24. As we muſt follow Peace with all 
Men, Heb. 12. 14. ſo, in order thereto,we 


muſt ſpeak, evil of no Man, Tit. 3. 2. 
IV. Direftion. 


la Order to our keeping the Unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of Peace, we muſt 
ſtudy rather to agree with, than to differ 
from one another : and be more fſollici- 
tous to find out what will bring us nearer 
than what will ſet us at a greater 

. And this is one way of follows 
after the _— —_—_— oy 
of fudying to be quiet ,, tO which we 
are ex s Rows, 14. 20. 1 Theſ. 4. 17, 
And to thisend, I ſhall recommend theſe 
three things, 2 
1, To 


30 A Perſwaſive to Peace and Unity 


1, To make Conſcience of endeavour. 
ing as truly and ſincerely to find out what 
may make us of their mind that differ 
from us, if it be to be found out, as 
what may tend to make them of our mind, 
We ſhould be as much afraid of offending 
again(t the publick Peace, and Charity of 
the Church, as againſt Truth; of being 
guilty of Schiſm 1a practice, as of error 
in judgment; and take as much pains to 
keep our ſelves from a cauſleſs differing 
from others, as to make them agree with 
Us, | 

2, That we do as impartially weigh 
what thoſe that differ from us do offer he 
our ſatisfaftion, as what we our ſelves do 
offer to ſatisfie them, In doing of which 


we ſhall in part ES duty en- 


joined us, in Phil, 2. 4. & not every 
Man on his own things, but e Man 
alſo on the things of others. And by this 
we ſhall make it appear, that we are wil- 
ling tr that _ from 
us, As far as WE Can, as far as any 
reaſon or ground a to bear us out 
in ſo doing. And if we herein begin to 
thoſe which differ from us, it will iaduce 
them, if there be any candor in them, to 
return the like to us. And this is the way 
to reduce the difference to a narrow com- 


pals, 
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paſs, and to make it 2s lirtle as may be. 
And when it appears to be bur lirtle, ir 
will be the calicr to fatishe one another 
about it : or, however, we ſhall then be 
the better able peaceably to bear wich one 
another in it. Burt if this be not done, it 
will beget a ſuſpicion that we affect to dif. 
fer, and to ſtrive for Vittory more than 
for Truth and Peace; and thar it is more 
from a ſpirit of contradiftion than Con- 
ſcience, that we differ. 

3. When any alter their judgment ei- 
ther upon grounds found out by their 
own ſearch and ſtudies, or offered to 
them by others, ſo that they come over 
to them in whole, or in part, from whom 
they differed before, then beware of re- 
preſenting this as matter of Odin and 
reproach to them, fo long as they are not 
worſe in their Morals. The contrary, 
that is, the doing fo, hath been an 111 
practice, and ſuch as hath tended 
to block up the way of a due, Chri- 
ſtian compliance with them from whom, 
_ miſtake, they have once pro- 
felſedly differed. While it hath been re- 
preſented 8s matter of reproach to Men, 
not to ſtand their ground, and to be true 
to their principles they have once re- 
ceived, found erroneous i 

on 
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when better conſidered and looked into, 
it hath proved a great temptation doubt. 
leſs unto many, to neglect an impartial 
and thorow-examination of the grounds 
of their Opinion or practice, and to be 
prejudiced againſt all that is offered by 
others to convince them of miſtake. 
Mens Reputation among their party is 
a dangerous ſnare to bold them faſt in er- 
ror, and a great impediment to their un- 
derſtanding, and diſcerning the Truth 
when it is declared to them, when it tends 
to draw them off, and to expoſe them to 
reproach among their party, and a great 
prejudice and bar againſt their receiving 
and owning of it. Why do ye not ander- 
ſtand my ſpeech ? Even becauſe ye cannot 
bear my word, (aid our Saviour to the Jews, 
John $. 43. They had no mind to em- 
brace his Doftrine , which would bring 
them into diſj with their party, the 
Phariſces, and therefore they had no mind 
ſo to conſider it, as to underſtand ir. 
Which made our Saviour ſay again , How 
pon! hg) which recerve honour one of 
another, and ſeek, not the bonour that cometh 
from God only? Joh. 5. 44. Butif Men 
wp RD Ay praile- _ 
it is truly iſe. worthy 
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he reckoned to. be conſiſtent with his be- 
ing «nder the Law to Chriſt. To the weak 


he became as weak, that he might gain the 
weak : he was made all things to all men, 


but it was for the 

and that he might 

ic was,that he might ret paſſe 
Ez te Goſpel 

the Salva men, 1 Cby. 9. 2. 24. "And 


accordingly he exhorted others to walk 
by the fame rule, and to conſider, and do, 
what would beſt conſiſt with be- 
_ rather than what would beſt pleaſe 
and gratifie themſelves. We that are 
ought to nr ne and 
not to pleaſe our ſelves, Rom. 15. 1. Look 
not every man on his own things, but 
every man allo 00 the things of others, 
Phil.-2. 4- 
if Chriſtians on all hands —_— 
had but ated and walked- accordi 
this rule; nay, if the diſſenters won but 
prevailed wich y-the pobick intereſt of 
prevailed wit intereſt 0 
Religion would not have been expoſed to 
that loſs and e as it is at this day. 
And therefore , publick benefit 
—_— he have | —— and fe- 
by ſuch yieldi 
as ines made no only Law 


Pro- 


LE FL 
an ISEog 


” 
vert them from 


| ammape;how 
much more that which tends to them all? 
D 3 And 


FEB FTTH 


jor 538 


E-2S 
ft | 


FOED 
SHEET 


- 


FAT | Fl 


v/ONg Chriſtians. 39 


buided againſt it ſelf , is brought to deſo- 
latwn. 
VI. Direltion- 
Thoſe that would the Unity of 
ce, had need 


poſition of any | 

way oforbrn meu a 

iſtianity in its end or 

mean aiioet any denage to Gul, or 
to Mens Souls; it ſeems altoge- 
—_— F fn wo weed 
ing Gentiles woukd im- 
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the obſervation of days, and other legal 
Rites which the Gentiles ſcrupled , 
that they fell to judging one another = 
upon; St. Paxl interpoſed, and direted, 
and perſwaded them, that inſtead of this, 
they would judge this rather, as better be- 
coming them, that no may put «f# 

block,, or an occaſion to fall im bis Brothers 
way : that they would not by impolſitions, 
tempr one another to do that which 
could not do with ſatisfaftion of Conſch 
ence, or elſe to ſeparate : And to put one 
another upon 4. neceſlity of doing either 
the one or the other, argued great uncha- 
ritableneſs, Rom. 14. 13, And when he 
had, in Fer. 1..exhorted the ſtrong to 
receive the weak into their Communion, 
he cautions them, that . qa 
would trouble. them with matters of 
doubtful diſputation, 

That -agreement of Chriſtians in the 
ſubſtance of Dottrine and Worſhip, up- 
on which they became one "om at the 
wet is doubtleſs ſufficient, without 
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which 15 the bond of perfetineſs, Col. 3. 14. 
And St. Peter TE x4 [above all thing; 
1 Ap 12, And if above all ings, 
then above the Ing to 
the conſticution of Churches, to Mini 
ſtry, Adminiſtration of Holy things, and 
difdoline. | might both amplific , and 
exemplifie this, and over- it, in 
ſhewing how that duties which become 
ſo oaly by inſtitution, are always to give 
way to Moral dutics, when they come in 
competition. 7 will bave eAerey, and 
not Sacrifice, Hoſ, 6.6. Mat. g. 13. and 
12.7. Go, and be firſt reconciled to thy 
Brother, and then come and off or thy gift ; 
24. Circumciſion waited 


more which are but cate 
relating to iaſtitutions, and ſuch circum. 
among Wikeend got pen EM 
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which, whether or or thoſe, do beſt 
agree with the Nature and ends of thoſe 
inſticutions. 
Now, 
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ill way of trading with our Maſter's Te 
lents, and ſuch as will turn but to a bad 
account, when profit and loſs is com- 
. | The want of a due care to yre- 
- Charity before things leſs conſiders. 
ble, hath betrayed many a one into that 
ui» Ha 2 20D AR, I Tim. 
I, $,6. The end of the Commutidment 
(fairh he) Charity, from which ſame hs 
ſwerved (or not aiming at, as it 
is in the Margin,) bave turned aſide to vain 
Janglang. 


VII. Drirefiion. 
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e longer upon them, becauſe they ars 
Wea in which Chorch-Dividers 


I, Dividing Priaciple to be avoided. 


That Churches Founded in lafant- 
Baptiſm, are not to be. held Communion 


with, 
This teget is built upon a ſoypotiien 

Baptiſm admigiſtred to Infants is 4 

ty, is invalid, and no- Baptiſm, and 
that therefore Churches made up of Px- 
dobaptiſts, are no true Churches. To 
this 1 bave two things to ſay. - 17 That 
they of this way , will never be able to 
prove lafant-Bapriſm a Nullity. 2. That 
if they could prove it an errour, yet they 
cannot prove it to. be an errour of that 
Nature, as will be a ſufficieat ground of 


ſeparation, ny 
Firſt, They will og $0 ee grove 


ie 
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it a Nullity, and ell they do prove it to 
be ſo, they will never be able to juſtific 
ſeparation upon account of it; ' For if 
they prononnce 'them no true 

and renounce Communion with 


it mult be, 1.B 

Relation. 

excluſion out 

Baptize z and thirdly, 

the ends of Baptifm are nor 

when adminiſtred ro them. 

they are never” like to do this, conſider 
oe 1 have-to offer to make you think 


1. That ied ee fuch 'to 
be of the Chorch, IF chew ould attempt 
it, 1 have two things to lay in their 


way, 
- Firſt, that the fame Jewiſh Children 
*— which were- viſtbly of 'the Church 
& immediately before their Parents 
became Chriſtian at the firſt —_ 
| tin 
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dience in rejecting 
they could __ * gal ma 
their own, or as impu- 
0 them. Becauſe of unbebef, ſaith 
Paul, they were brokgn off, Rom. 11. 
See alſo Febn 8. 35. If it be faid 
diſchurched in the diſſolution 
iſh Church-ſtate in gre it 
evalion which will not help 
the fore-cited Text is flatly 
For all that were not 
ETD 
ir 
Oy OT arch of God. 
to aſſign any other capſe of 
the Scripture hath 
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Heaven have a mind to underſtand it of 
the Kingdom of Glory, yet may re- 
member, that none are of the Kingdom 
of Glory, who were not firſt 'of the 
Church, firſt of the Kingdom of Grace 
here. So that it comes all to one, under- 
ſtand it of which you will. 

If they ſhall ſay, that by S«ch, here is 
not meant ſuch in age, but ſuch in quality, 
ſuch as are like Children in Humility and 
Innocency : The ſcope of the place, and 
the purpoſe to which the words are ap- 

lyed, will not ſuffer them ſo to under. 
them. For the words, Of ſuch is 
the Kingdom of Heaven, are our Savi- 
onr's reaſon by which he would take off 
his Diſciples from hindering little Chil. 
dren, properly taken, trom being he 
unto him, and of juſtifying their 
that brought them. Safer lirtle Children 
fo come unto me, and forbid them not, faith 
he, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
And if we ſhould underſtand by ſach, not 
fuch Children pro » but Men, like 
fuch in quality, we the force and 
ſence of our Saviour's k 
it wholly inconſequent. For it doth 
not follow at all that becauſe the King- 
dom of Heaven is of other Perſons like 
lietle- Children in ſome other things, bat 
| | altogether 
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or unlike them in what was the 
matter of exception againſt their being 
brought to Chriſt, which was their mi- 
nority or IP that therefore little 
Chi underſtood , ought to 
be i : pot forbidden to be 
brought to Chriſt, Such a rendring the 
ſence would faſten a fallacy of four terms 
on our Saviour's words, of putting one 
thing in the premiſes, and another in the 
conclulon, as you will ſee if you caſt 
them into a ſyllogiſm. 

Bebdes , our Saviour plainly declared 
the Relation of lictle Children to himſelf, 
when, . at another time, he taking a little 
Child , faid, Whoſoever recerverth [this] 
little Child in my Name, recerveth me, Luk. 
g. 48. For how could a little Child be 
received in his Name, if it were not vitt- 
bly related to him? To receive one in 
Chriſt's Name, and to receive one becauſe 
he belougs ro Chriſt, is one and the ſame 


ing, Mark, 9.41. 
wif fuch Children then are of the 
Church, and Related to Chriſt ; to Bap- 
them, cannot be proved unlawful. 
the reaſon is, the ſame thing 
hich qualifies Perſons for Church- 
ip, ihes them for Baptiſm. 
Baptiſm Rite of Chriſti- 
anity 
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anity inſtituted by Chriſt, folembily to 
publiſh and declare fach ro be of the 
Church as are Baptized : it is a Chriſtian 
badge to declare to whom. they do belong, 
There is one Body, and one Baptiſm for 
all of that one Body, Epheſ. 4. 4, 5. 1 Gr, 
12. 13, 

2,' If the Infants of believing Parents 
be of the Church, it cannot be proved 
that they are excluded out of Chriſt's 
Commiſion to be Baptized , Mar. 28. 
18, And the reaſon is plain, becauſe 
they can never be di to be Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt in one ſence or other, that 
are viſibly. of the Church, For the 
Church is Chriſt's School : and all that 
are of the Church, are Chriſt's Scholars. 


If they ſay, Infants are no Diſciples, be. 
cauſe they are not in a capacity to learn ; 
I anſwer, Although they arenot in the 
propereſt, and neareſt capacity to learn, 
yet it doth not therefore follow , that 
they are in no ſuch _— of it, as that 


may be called, reputed to be 
SIN 
uſeth to reckon, or impute t Q 
things to Children, when yet they have 
been but in as remote a capacity of do- 
ag a hinge chcaIres, 76 pads 
of Learning. Thus little Children 
were 
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of Moſes, that is, to be proſelyted by Cir. 
cumciſion, is called, a laying a yoke up- 
on the neck of the Diſciples.” Seeing then, 
the manner of Moſes was to Circumciſe 
Proſelytes, both Fathers, and Male Chil- 
dren, and the preſling the continnance of 
this among all Gentiles Profſelyted to 
Chriſtianity, is called, a putting. a yoke 
upon the neck of the Diſciples; it is im- 
poſſible to prove but that the Children, 
as well as the Fathers, are meant by the 
Diſciples, upon "whoſe neck the yoke 
would have bcen laid, becauſe it is mani- 
feſt they, as well as their Fathers, were 
the Perſons, whoſe Circumciſion was or- 
ged as neceſſary, For theſe reaſons I con- 
clude they will never be able to prove lit- 
tle Children to be no Diſciples : and if not, 
they can never be able to prove them ex- 
cloded out of Chriſt's Commiſſion for 
Baptizing Diſciples. 

3. They cannot prove that the ends of 
Baptiſm are not attained when Admini- 
ſtred to Infants of Believing Parents. 
Firſt, —— Baptiſm, is to 
ſignifie to all Men by viſible ſign and re- 
preſentation, the ſame thing which Gods 
Covenant in the Goſpel doth by Word. 
Baptiſm conveys to the mind by the ſenſe 
of ſeeing, the ſame thing as thy RR 
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the Goſpel doth by the ſenſe of hearing, 
which is the Covenant of Salvation, or 
the terms on which God hath promiſed 
to ave Men; Chriſt's Death, Burial, 
and Reſurrection, as the means by which 
pardon and Salvation are conditionally 

ined” for, and promiſed to all Men, 
are ſignified in Baptiſm. And our dying 
unto fin and rifing to a new Life, as the 
condition ypon which that pardon and 
Salvation are promiſed, are likewiſe ſig. 
nifed in Baptiſm. Hence we are faid to 
be buryed with Chriſt in Baptiſm into 
Death, and to be raiſed with him, Rom. 
«+ 4344 $56. Col. 2.12, And to be ſaved 
a hgure by Baptiſm, as it ſignifies 
eſurreftion of Chriſt, and an- 

d Conſcience, 1 Per. 3. 21, 
And the ſubſtance of the new 
Covenant is repreſerite> in Baptiſm ; 
thence it is that Baptiſm 1s called the ſign 
of the Covenant. ' And becauſe ir is an 
inſtitution of God to «ffure Men that 
upon the terms ſignified by it, they ſhall 
be pardoned, and faved, thence it is 
called the Seal of the Covenant, as Cir- 
cumciſfion for the like reaſon - was. For 
Circumciſion was a fign to fignifie vpon 
what condition God iſed Men to be 
their God, and a to aſſure them that 

upon 


ceived it, have Condition 

of the thereia ſigni. 
p ft T7" the be- 

that the performance it, 

ncfits promiſed {hall be conferred. 


cumcilion was of a publick 
ule to the Females as well 


ae Baptized, 
' as well when it $a 7 
udren, as when to Men of 


2. Another end of Baptiſm is to ob- 
ige the Perſons Baptized to perform the 
Cl Covenant ig 


riper years. 


Condition of the being born: 


again, 
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again, of making them aew hearts, and 
becoming new tures , as ever they 
= to receive the benefits of pardon 

Salvation, promiſed in the Covenant 
upon that Condition. Ir is from this 
Obli thac a holy Life is frequently 
eſe ypon Cit from their having 

Bapriecd, and that itis called, the 

ſm mnto ance, Rom. 6. Col. 
z and 3 Chap. Mark rt. And Baptiſm 
can be no lefs 'an Obligation to Repent- 
ance and a Holy Life when adminiſtred 
to Infants, than Circumciffon was in like 
caſe : and yet St. Pau ſaid, that whoſo- 
ever was Circuymcifed, was bound to keep 
the Law, Gal. 5. And thoſe Baptized in 
their Infancy, if when they come to years 
of diſcretion, do prove ſuch as make Con- 
ſcience of their own perſonal Obligation, 
they uſbally take themſelves to be as 
much _ by their lofant-Bapciſm, as 
they do are —_— at years of 
diſcretion, und diſcharge it as well. 
All which conſidered , Tnfant-Baptifm 
cannot be proved a Nullity as to this end 
neither, 

3. Another end of Baptiſm, if it be 
not the ſame with that before mention- 
ed, is a ſolemn dedication of the perfon 
Baptized, to the Worſhip and Service Au 
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the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, called 
a being Baptized in the Name, or into the 
Name of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Mat. 28. And is not ſuch an At done 
by Parents as obliging to their Children, 


as that of the Jews was when they rook 


them, and decreed for their Seed, that 
& ſhould heep the of Purim ? And 
as that of Sampſon's Parents was in devo- 
ting him to be a Nazarite from the womb, 
Eft. 9. 27, 28, 31. Fudges 16. 17. Or, 
as the Parents Covenant with the Gibes- 
nites, was to their Children after them. 
Or, as David's and Jonathan's was to 
their Seed, 1 Sm. 20. 42, Or, as the Fa- 
thers At in Circumciſing his Child, was 
obliging to the Child afterwards to keep 
the Law. 


> Jn end and uſe of Baptiſm 
ny to dogies ſuch to be of the 
who are Baptized, and to figni- 
fie their right to Chirch privileges, Sod 
as the Chriſtian badge to be a mark of 
diſtintion between compleat Members of 
the Church, and thoſe which are not ; 
even as Circumciſion was of old. In- 
fants are as capable of theſe ends by Bap- 
12, as they formerly were by Circum- 
n. 


"2 © be fd, there may be other, ends 
(* 
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de granted, it will 
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riper years : 

not = ore yr 
Baptiſm is a ity, fo 

other 'ends of Baptiſm are dn 

It mi I] be ſaid, that 

iſfion were attain- 


iſm 
t the abſence of it 
of Infants to be a 
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Now then , conſidering what hath 
been ſaid about Infants Church-Member. 
ſhip, and Diſciple-ſhip, and the attain, 
ableneſs of the ends of Baptiſm ia their 
Baptiſm, I appeal to all who are not 
over-grown with prejudice and . partiali 
ty, whether eyer lofant-Baprtiſm be like 
to be proved to be a Nullity : And if not, 
whether ſeparation upon ſuppoſition 
that it is, be not a caulleſs rent in the 
Church, which is Schiſm in the forma. 
lity of it. 

But beſides all this, I bave enother 
thing in the ſecond place to ſay, and that 
is, that if Infant-Baptiſm could be pro- 
ved an errour, yet it can never be pro- 
ved to be an error of that Nature as will 
of it ſelf, and without any other cauſe, 
be a ſufficient ground of Tn, as 
to other As of Church-Communion, 
To make this our, I ſhall take one thin 
tor granted, which I believe very few, q 
any, of the Anabaptiſts will deny, and 
that is, that many, at leaſt, of the 
Pzdobaptiſts are godly, both of Men 
and Women. They are Santtified in (hr 
Teſus, called to be Saints, and ſuch as call 
upon the Name of Teſus Oariſt our Lord : 
and theſe, and ſuch like Characters are 
Churches deſcribed by in the Rn, 

whic 


es A DD » ku. 


nances: which is given 
Rs ts atals Body, , 
longs to every part, Epheſ. 4. I'2, 1 Coy. 24. 


tiſts bave 


Communion,' than it is ro 'the principal, 
which is Salyation. And Baptiſm is ne- 
cefſary to Salvation but' by way of duty 
where opportunity occurs , but not by 


way 
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way of means where opportunity of 
doing ones duty is wanting.” And if to 
be Baptized after Faith, were indeed the 
Pzdobaptilts duty, the true reaſon why 
they do not perform it, is the want of a 
Moral opportunity , that is, the want of 
conviction that it is their duty s they 
yerily believing they were ſulhcicatly 
Baptized in their Infancy, and that it is 
not Lawful for them to be re-baptized. 
And all the while they remain under this 
perſwaſion , can no more lawfully 
receive an afrer-baptizing by a voluntary 
ſubmiſſion to it, than they can who de- 
lire to be Baptized, but want the oppor- 
tunity of that health , or ſuch an admi- 
niſtrator, as is neceſſary thereto. And 
if their right to Salvation under theſe 
Circumſtances, be not cut off, as doubt- 
leſs it is not ſor the reafon before given, 
then no more can their right. to.Church- 
Communion be thereby cut off for the 
lame reaſon. | think I may very ſafely 
ſay, that there js no errour in judgment 
about Baptiſm, nor about any other 
thing, whuch yet is conſiſtent with faving 
Faith and Love, and not pertinaciouſly 
perſiſted in after conviction, for which a 
Man can duly be deprived of Church- 
Communion, that doth not by his voluns 
_ ay 
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tary ſeparation deprive himſelf of ir 
which perſiſting in crrour after conviction 
is got the caſe of the bonelt-minded Pxdo- 
baptiſts, though they ſhould be ſuppoſed 
to be in errour. Perſons erring upon no 
worſe terms, are, doubtleſs, the objects 
of Chriſtian forbeardnce in the Church, 
and- not of ſuch ſeverity as to exclude 
them from Communion. This you may 
take as a further account why I ſaid Bap- 
tiſm after Faith can be no more neceſſary 
to Church-Communion, than it is unto 
Salvation. 

2, If very many. of the Pzdobaptilts 
are ſuch godly Perſons, and true Believers 
in Chriſt, as are afore deſcribed, then ic 
cannot be denied but they ate ſuch whom 
the Lord hath received into Communion 
with himſelf: and if ſo, then thoſe who 
xclikewiſe his People, ought to receive 
them into their Communion too ; Row. 14. 
I-- 3, Him that iu weak, #n the faith receive 
Je, for God hath received bim;, Rom. 1y 7. 
Wherefore receive ye one another , 41 
received ww. If it be ſaid, theſe Scri- 
ptures concern ſuch as were duly _ 
zed : Lanſwer, That the reaſon why they 
ſhould receive one another, is not fetche 
from their having been Baptized , but 


irom the Lord's rectiving them. And 
F ng 
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no ſuppoſed erroar in Perſons about 
Bepriſca , can be a reaſon why they 
ſhould not be received to Communion, 
farther than it is a reaſon to prove that 
the Lord hath not received them, Sr. 
Peter thought it a good reaſon why the 
Chriſtians ſhould make no difference be. 
tween believing Jews and believing Gen. 
tiles, though t — of different per- 
ſwaſions abont the neceſſity, and non- 


neceſſity of Circumciſion (wherein the 
one erred) becauſe the Lord made no 
difference, but gave to one the H 

Ghoſt as well as to the other, and puri- 
fied the hearts of the one by Faith as well 
as the other, A#s 15, 8, 9 His reaſon 


is not fetcht from the Nature of the 
things wherein they differed , but from 
God's giving them an equal intereſt in his 
Grace notwithſtanding their difference. 
When God had vouchſafed the gift of 
his Grace and Spirit to the Gentiles as 
well as to the Jews, St. Perer thought 
that if after this he ſhould have kept the 
ſame diſtance from them as before he 
thought he was bound todo, he ſhould 
have withſtood God in ſo doing, AF, 11. 
I7, For as much then as God gave them 
the like gift, as be did unto us, who believed 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; what was I, a" 
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him. 


together in 
the ign., upan. accauat of their jaigt- 
interelt in, and Relatian to Chriſt , the 
Subltagce. Chriſtians by their Cammu- 
nian in that Qrdinance, are made co drank 
ite ave Spirit, or, into one-nels of Spi 
rit., 4, Gor. 12, 13. But by thcir thus 
rctuſing to Communicate one.with ,an0- 
ther, they do ou only fin jn not uling 


the 
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the Lord's appointed means to increaſe 
and ſtrengthen Love and Unity upon ac- 
count of common intereſt in the $a- 
viour, but alſo in that by ſuch their refu. 
tal, they deſtroy Unity, and weaken and 
diminiſh Love : they pull down inſtead of 
building up, ſteer 'a contrary courſe to 
Chriſt _ inting _ RO 
- $s right to , proceeds 
the beſt Sonia from hate right to 
the thing ſignified, though not from that 
only. As thoſe who have right to fuch 
didn Eſtate in Land , have thereby 
a right to the deeds and evidences by 
which ſuch a right is to be declared : So 
thoſe that have a right to the Body and 
—__ of Chriſt ay h Faith, have 
thereby a right to 's Supper, as 
an evidence Ce kiacs by God, by which 
ſuch their right is to be declared and ac- 
_ And therefore as a detain- 
ing of ſuch evidence from him who by 
having right to the Land, hath right to 
the evidence, would be an injury : even 
ſo for any as much as in them lies to de- - 
tain the Lord's Su from them who 
by having right to the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, have right to the Lord's Su as 
an evidence and ſign thereof, wonld be an 
injury likewiſe, and that ſo much greater 
too, 
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too, as Spiritual things are of more value 
Wy 
3, It is abſurd, and againſt common 
reaſon for them to grant that the Godly 
Pzdobaptiſts have Communion with them 
ia the greater and better part, and yet 
for a ſuppoſed errour conliſtent with fa- 
ving Faith and Love, to deny it them in 
the when as the greater always in- 
cludes the leſs. But for the Godly Pzdo- 
baptiſts to be partakers of Kke precious 
Faith with them, and thereby to cat of 
that Fleſh which is meat indeed, and to 
drink of that Blood which is drink indeed, 
with themſelves (a thing which 
the Anabaptiſts will not deny) is certain- 
ly to have, hold, and enjoy munion 
with them in the greater, better, more ſpi- 
ritual, and more ſubſtantial part of Com- 
munion; and therefore to deny it them 
in the out-ſide and letter of it, which is 
fac leſs conſiderable, is very incongruous 
What was objected by diſtinguiſhing 
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thoſe who deny , and thoſe that hold 
the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of water 
Baptiſm m fatter Ages of the Church. 
The Pzdobaptiſts are as mucly for water- 
Baptiſm as the Anabaptiſts are ,* and 
fold themſelves 4s firmly engaged by 
their Infant-Baptifſm, as they do by their 
aſter-Baptiſm. If this were not {6, their 
caſe wonld not be ſo pleadable as now 
it is. 

And for any to fe from them 
account of their being Baptized in their 
Infancy , as it is wit ground from 
Scripture, I conceive, fo it 1s without all 

rehident in the Church of Chrift for the 


5 

Baptized in Infancy, and ſore at Ape, 
yer there was never any breaking of Fx 
munion among ther upon that ſtore ſg 
far as ever I copld learr, until # Refor- 
mation of a Reformation way ſet on foot ; 
= one to Jn and ey the other : 
mean, the atten Anabeptiſts 
in Germarry to Reform the Reformation 
by L«ther and others. Which be 
a motive to refſeft npon what they have 
done, and to review their nds. Can 
they think to out do the in het 
Pareſt times in potnt of Communion? _ 
[4 $ 
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thigks they ſhould greatly ſuſpett them- 
ſelves in their ; uodertaking _— they 
go fo manifeſtly contrary to the Univer- 

Church ia all places and Ages till fo 
lately, as afore-ſaid. 


I, Dividing Principles to be avoided. 


oh Parechil, Congregtions = mat 
on w oC not - 
withſtanding they have been Baptized 
into the Pro of the true Faith, and 
continge in that profeſſion. This is 
m—_— dividing Principle indeed, 
T hold this and praftiſe ac- 
y , mult prove foch Communion 
Cs  esnder the gvile of 
a ſinful Schiſm , or cauſleſs ſeparation, 
and of all the evil and miſchievous effects 
and conſequences of it, And to prove 
it unlawful , they muſt prove it 1s fo, 
either by proving, 1, That all the Mem- 
bers of cach Parochial Allembly from 
ns they ſeparate, are = - 
wng grace z or, 2. By pro the 
mixture of bad with good, 
munion unlawful; or, 3, By 


conſtitution of ſoch 
account of that Frm 


ich the whole —”_= is divided into 
F 4 its 
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its parts and precints; or, 4. By pro 
ving the worſhip in thoſe Aſſemblies 4" 
be ſuch as may not lawfully be joined in. 
Theſe contain either all, or the principal 

retended cauſes of -a ſtated ſeparation 

om them. For the plea upon account 
of the inſufficiency of ſome Miniſters, is 
a thing but of an accidental Nature, and 
no Univerſal pretence of ſeparation. 
And - whether are like to prove all, 
or indeed any of theſe, you may pleaſe 
ro- conſider what follows, and then 
judge. 

1, ' They cannot prove all the members 
of each Parochial” Aſſembly from which 
they ſeparate, to-be deſtitute of ſaving 
grace, much leſs to be ſo ſcandalous as to 

eſerve Excommunication. For, 

Firſt, There is ſo little a difference be- 
tween 'common grace, and the loweſt de- 
gree of ſpecial and ſaving grace, as makes 
To Its 
another to itute . 
the tenor of whoſe Liſe is not wor Fan 
theirs, 'who are the moſt inoffenſive and 
beſt diſpoſed in the Pariſhes. And if they 
cannot make proof that they are all deſti- 
rute of ſaving grace; then, 

2. It's _y inſt the rules of 
Charity , ind all Chriſtianity, to 

Judge 
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ſuch to be deſtitute of favi 
of ich #..-/ cannot wake Feng 
_ ne evil, = 
th w — þ all thing 
And for one to © juſe _ © 
have no grace, or to be in a damnable 


condition who is not manifeſtly guilty of 
living in ſuch fins as for which the Scr —_ 
of 


— ap excludes Men out 
Heaven, is a thing which 


the my ok expreſly condemns as a 
_—_ Mat. 7. 1. Fudge not, that ye be 
not judged. «Jam. 4. 12, Who art thou that 
eſt another ? And again, Who art thew 
that judgeſt another mans Servant * Rom, 
14. 4- can they prove indeed (or 
will they undertake it) that all the In- 
habitants - this or that _ without 


fly bar 
out of = F Kingdom f Heaven? 


be prove 
oo ether chey cannot 
ove it a horrid thing is wy 


nt whole Pari 
lump to be ſuch ? 
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3. I query bow they will prove it is of 
abſolute neceſſity uato Lawful Commu. 
nian with a 108 that have been 
Baptized into one Body the Church, that 
at leaſt ſome of them-ſhould be favi 
holy ? As ſuppole the Church of Laodces 
for inſtance had couſiſted all of ſuch as had 
oy. form of Godlineſs ; will they fay, 

prove it when they have done, that 
Communion with them had beea ualaw. 
ful ? I ſuppoſe they will not, and am con. 
fdent they cannot. 

2. They cannot prove that a mixture 
of the bad with the good makes Com- 
munion with fuch mixt Aſſemblies un- 
lawful They can neither prove it by 
Scripture prohibition, nor by Scripture 


I, ps them ſhew where the Scripture 
forbids it. If they fay there, where it 
faith, If any Man that is called « Brother 
be a Fornicator, or Covetous, or an Idolater,or 
a Railer, or a Drunkard, or an Extortiener, 
with ſuch an one no not to eat ,, 1.Cor. 5. 11. 

where again it ſaith, Wwhdraw 
ſelves from Brother that walks diſer- 
derly, and the be. The Anſwer is ready, 
which is this; That theſe, and all other 
iptures of like Nature, are to be con- 
, cither firſt, as injunAions yon 
t 


my 
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the Church as inveſted with the power of 
Diſciplinez or, ſecondly, as commands 
to particular + wot ah So far as 
they belong to the in a publick 
capacity, and as inveſted with the 

diſciphne,they impoſe the ufing 
the power of the Keys for the Reforming 
and Care of the fcandalous, and for pre- 


way So in the Church. Bur fo 
Fiery 
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Perſons 4 —_——_ 
a it perſonal 
| Aon aver Len diſ- 
countenance their evil, and ro work them 
to# ſenſe of it, and to caution others 
agzinſt ir ; and to fecure themſelves from 
infedtion of it. But then there is a 
vaſt difference between abſtaining from a 
onal familiarity and converſe with 
and a withdrawing from the Church 
for the fake of fuck : this is a fin, but che 
other a dory. 
And whereas ſome have alledged the 
2 Ob, 6G. 17, Come out from among them, 
. This was no call to the berrer ſorc 
of Chriftians co ſeparate from the worſer, 
and fach as were ſcandalovs in the 
C_ ;v ot wi Wn call to _ 
f em e Goſpel, ta 
cotne quite off from Heatheniſh Kols, 


and from participating in the Sacrifice 
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which were offered to them : - which is 
meant by rouch not the unclean thing, there. 
This appears by the Context from ver. 
14. and by comparing herewith , 1 Coy, 
$. 7, 10. and 10. 7, 14, 21, 22. 

Others alledge Revel. 18. 4. Come 
out of her my People, &c. If this 
be meant of Myſtical Babylon , as they 
underſtand it; It is not a call to ſeparate 
from thoſe that Worſhip the true God 
only, and in the Mediation .of Chriſt 
Jeſus only, as the Pariſh Churches Pro- 
teſtaot do; But from her who is tiled a 
Harlot, becauſe ſhe gives that Honour 
which is due only to God, and to our only 
Mediator Chriſt Jeſus, to Creatures and 
to other Mediators together with God 
and with Chriſt. Whea it can be proved 
our Pariſh Churches do ſo, then, and 
not till then , will this Text be perti- 
_ alledged to juſtifie ſeparation from 
[ 


2, Let them ſhew, if they can, ſome 
approved Example in Scripture of ſuch 
a praCtice, That there have been great 
ſcandals in the Churches, both in that re- 
corded in the Old Teſtament, and thoſe 
—_ in the —_ _ . wy 

wed particularly at large by Mr. 
Baxter 1n his fifth Dire. for (ure of 

(\hurch- 
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Church-diviſions, But where do we find 
any of the better ſort in thoſe Churches, 
withdrawing themſelves from the more 
carnal part , into te Bodies, for 
Reformation ſake? We read indeed of 
ſome that went out from the Church , be- 
any were net of them; and of ſome 
that did ſeparate s being ſenſual, 
the good ſepararing from the Church be- 

om the 

cauſe of the bad in it: In the Church of 
Sardis which bad a Name to love, but was 
dead, there were but « few Names, but 
what had 4 their Garments, And 
nh _—_- Age rm , and 
promiſe of great reward, 
for that they had kept their Garments 
undefiled amidſt ſuch a Society, but nor in 
the leaſt to - ſeparate from 

them, chough all the reſt were defiled. 
They plead indeed , that particular 
Churches onght to conſiſt of none bur of 
viſible Saints , becauſe this is agreeable 
to the primitive patern : the appellations 
or Titles which are given the Churches in 
the Epiſtles the Apoſtles wrote to them, 
declare them to have been ſuch when they 
ſay ro the Saints in ſuch and ſuch a place. 
This is not denied , but the Queſtion is 
upon . what account they were _— 
viſidle 
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vaulle Saints, and were ſo ſtyled ? As whe 


Common Pr. 

any ole in alſeb! Menmbers of thoſe 
Chusches, as that there was juſt cauſe they 
Ihould be ſtiled Saints upon that account? 
Or, 2. Whether the whole were not 
denominated from the better part? Or, 

3- Whether it was not becauſe they were 
a Sans by anourarad Callin an ro 
1. It is no ways probable they had 
all ſuch poſitive igns af ſaving _—_ 

upon them, as that they were all 

Saints upan ; that account. Sure Pe Was 
not for this cauſe that St. Paul Niled 
thoſe of the Church at Coranth Saints, 
1 (or. 1, 4. 2 Gor. 1.1, When at the 
ſame-time he faith there was ſuch Farmcs- 
thew a: was nat ſo much as nemed 
—_— Chap. 5. 1. that 
phere were ſome of them, rhet with (on 
ſeience of uhe dal did eat of the Saorifue 
| — Chap. 8. 7. "nd fone, 
ame ware bungry, , 

for which with .other profanations of 
many.of them had been viſited with kick 
nels and Death, Chap. 11, that ſow 
among thew bad mot the. nowledze of Ged, 


p 
b 
; 
þ 
: 
J 
, 
( 

) 

q 


ath; 

fwellongs 
| owe that bad mer repented of the 
;, and Formication , | 


ro 
viſible Saints as here we have found 
to whom St. Paw! writes a5 


= paſs 
me account 
becauſe they are under worſe Charatters 


than thoſe already mentioned ? | w_ 
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not, but rather becauſe they are partial 
that ſtick at it. 

2, If they will ſay they were all deno- 
migated Saints from the better part 
among them in the Church of Corwnth, and 
other Churches,then why may not our Pa- 
rochial Congregations be ſo too ? Unleſs 
they will ſay is none good among 
them, and prove what they ſay, which 
to be ſure they can never do, if they had 
hearts to attempt it. But this cannot be 
the reaſon why they are called Saints, be- 
cauſe theſe rwo phraſes, the Caurch of God 
which is at Corinth , and the fied wn 
Chrift Jeſus, are of equal latitude and cx- 
tent, and both refer- to all the ſame per. 
ſons, as appears by the words themſelves, 
which are theſe. Unto the Church of God 
which is at Corinth, to them that are ſantts. 
fied in Chriſt Teſus, called to be Saints : the 
latter words being exegetical of the for. 
mer, 1 Cr. 1.2, 

3. If they were ſtiled Saints upon ac- 
count of their external Calling by which 
they were ſe from the Pagan and 
Infidel World and. Worſhip, unto a pro- 
feſſed belief in , and obedience to the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, iato 
which they had been Baptized , then 


our Parochial Congregations conſiſt of 
viſible 
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viſible Saints too as well as thoſe : For 
they have been Baptized into the ſame 
Faith, and continue to profeſs it: And 
by that profeſſion are ſeparated from the 
lafidel and Pagan World. $o that let 
our nents in this point take it in 
which ſeoſe they will, yet they will nevec 
be able to prove but that our Parochigl 
Congregations are vilible Saints upon the 
fame account, and in the ſame ſenſe, ja 
which thoſe of the Church of Corwrch were 
ſtiled Saints 


And it is moſt probable that the pri- 
mitive Charches were ſtiled Saints upon 
this laſt mentioned account of an out- 
ward calliog and profeſſion of Chriltia- 
nity, Saints with them ſignified but the 
ſame thing as Chriſtians now doth with 
us, and was the common appellation by 
which the Profeſſors of Chriſfiani ity were 
diſtinguiſhed from others then, as Chri- 
ſtian is now, Where they were once called 
Chriſtians then, they were twenty times 
called Saints, if we may eſtimate their 
ulage by what is recorded. For we have 
the appellation Saints above threeſcore 
times in the New Teſtament, and that of 
Chriſtian but thrice, as I take it. They 
were called Saints, as it is, Rom. 1.7. 
1 Ger. 1.2, For the ” ay words (to beJ 

are 
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are added by the Travſlators in both 
places. You will never find 1 ſuppoſe the 
appellation, Saints, applyed to the lincere 
in oppoſition to l.,- vnſincere ws the 
Church, as om now are, 
but always Y. 4 tion to thoſe that 
were not at all of the Church, or which 
made no profeſſion of Chriſtianity at all. 
It was, I take it, in this ſenſe ; and by vir- 
tuc of an ontward Calling and Profeſſion, 
that thoſe were ſaid to be Senitified by the 
blood of the Covenant, who yet by Apolltaſie 
trod nnder foot the Son of God, and counted 
that Blood an nnhly thing, Heb. 10. 29. 
All that were outwardly called fo far as 
to profeſs Chriſtianity, were called to be 
Saints, Saints by Calling. Our Saviour 
hath told os over and over, that many are 
called, and bot few are choſen : it's well it 
there be not abundantly more nominal 
than real Saints. The whole Body of 
the People of the Jews by virtoe of an 
external Calling to Worſhip the true God, 
and to receive and obſerve his Law, were 
called Samts, and a Holy People unto the 
= Deur. T3: 2, 3: _— And a 

ngregation are | a Conyre- 
gation of Saims,' and Aſſemblies of ſuch, 
Aſſemblies of Saints, Plal. Bg. y.7. and 
149. 1, And yet we know what ſorry 
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Saints many of them appeared to . be. 
And St. Paw! ſeems toreckon the Church 
of Corinth and other Churches to conliſt 
of ſomewhat alike mixture as that of the 
Jews of old did, when he told them that 
they were Types of us upon whom the 
ends of the World are come, and admo- 
niſbed them by God's fore diſplealure ex- 

elled againſt moſt of chem: And wauld 

no means bave them ignorant or ug- 

mindful of one tbing, and that way, that 
thoſe with whom God. was aot well plea- 
ſed, but overthrew them in the Wilder- 
neſs, were of God's Church, and enjoy- 
ed ſpecial priviledges,, as well as they 
themſelves : which priviledges be exprel- 
ſeth in terms more appropriate to their 
preſent Chriſtian ſtate , when he Gith, 
they were all Baptized unto e Afeſes, and 
did all eat the fame Spiritual meat, and 
drank the ſame Spiritusl drink. By 
whoſe exam ty > have them =_ 
warning, and not be flattered into a 
opinion of themſelves meerly aC- 
count of their Baptiſm and | 
Communion with the Church in Hel 
Adminiſtrations , and being num 
among the Sainty or Chriſygns 4 ' 1 Gr. 
10, And truly they ſeem to be muck 
more in danger of bring detrapes. 1999 
5 2 
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ſuch a ſelf-flattery, who are not admitted 
to Church-Fellowſhip upon their Chriſtian 
profeſſion, unleſs beſides that they can 
give ſuch a fatisfaftory account to the 
Church of their converſion after t 
have been firſt received into the Chur 
Catholick by Baptiſm , in which there 
may be great miſtake in them that fo re- 
ceive them. And therefore the New- Eng- 
land Miniſters in their Anſwer to Mr. Da 
venport's Apologetical Preface, p. 43, 44. 
ſay thus: Indeed when Men confound theſe 
two , and do tye viſible Courch- Member ſhy 
unto ſuch ( ondutrons and qualifications, as are 
reputed enough to Salvation : this may tend to 
harden Men, and to makg them conceit, that 
if once they be got into the Church, they are 
fare of Heaven, whenas alas it may be they 
are far from it. 

ut in all this there is nothing againſt 
the great uſefulneſs and deſirableneſs of 
Diſcipline in the Church, for the Cure or 
Excommunication of the notoriouſly 
ſcandalous. But yet a neglect of this in 
them to whom it _—_ is no ſufficient 
ground of ſeparation from that Church 
where it is ſo neglefted. For though 
Diſcipline be neceſſary for the better 
being of the Church, yet it is not of the 
Eſſence of the Church: it doth not ceaſe 

- to 
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to be a true Church for want of it. And 
the neglect of it in a Church is ſo far 
from being a reaſon why the better part 
in ſuch a Church ſhould ſeparate from the 
worſe, as that it is indeed a reaſon againſt 
it why they ſhould not: Becauſe where 
publick Diſcipline is wanting, there is 
the more need of private application to 
deli t Members, which ſeparation 
takes off from, or at beſt them 
under a great diſadvantage of doing that 

among them thereby, which other- 

wiſe they might. Such a ſeparation ra- 
ther puts thoſe ſeparated from, under a 
temptation of Making a party againſt 
them, as is uently ſeen : and the di- 
viſion made and heightened thus on both 
lides, tends more to weaken the Chriſtian 
Rn _— than all the exerciſe 
Diſcipline in ſeparate Congregations, 
tends to promote it, It's true, if Chri- 
ſtians were to mind only the pleaſing of 
themſelves, it would be a pleaſant thing 
for the good indeed to converſe and hold 
Communion with ſuch only as themſelves. 
But it will turn to a better account at laſt, 
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which latherb, that there may 
1nrbeBFody, 1 Cor. ra, 24. 

him&!f was chiefly 

home of ſtraying 


88 A Perſwaſfor to Peace and Unity 
Worſhip ; which are the ends of particu. 
lar Church-aſſociation. And accordingly 
the Primitive Chriſtians which lived to- 
within the ſame civil bounds of 
Cities and Towns, as of Corinth, Cenchrea, 
&e. were conſtantly of the ſame Church, 
and as ſuch were ſtill denominated by the 
aces where they did reſide. And if 
ome ſuch diſtribution of the Chriſtians 
= a Nation info ſeveral particular _ 
ipping Congregations as is \now 
by humane Authority, is neceſſary of it 
ſelf in reference to the Church-Afocia- 
tion, though no humane Authority had 
required it, then certainly the command 
of humane Authority that it ſhould be ſo, 
cannot make it - unneceſſary ,, much leſs 
unlawfal. & 

4. They cannot prove the Worſhip 
now uſed in our Parochial ies, to 
be ſuch as may not lawfully be joined in. 
The Lawfulneſs of Communion in the 
Worſhip of the Exghſh Liturgy, is the 
thing in queſtion, And if they cannot 
prove Communion in it unlawful, neither, 
1, Becauſe it is a ſet Form: nor, 2. Be- 
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ever theyare like to Communion in 
that Weorſkip unlawfal upon any of thoſe 
accounts, conſider what | have to offer, 
and then judge. 

1, They cannot prove Communion in 
that Workip unlawful upon account of 
its being a ſet Form ; becauſe they cannot 
prove all {er Forms of Worſhip forbid- 
den. We have Prayer ſeveral times com- 
manded in Seri bar no where derer- 
mined that it ſhall be extemporary that 
—_— And — 
want of an precept ing in 
a ſet Form un letra in a fee Form 
unlawful, the ſame thing would make ex- 


—_—_— Prayer unlawful too. When 


in Scripture plainly determined 
to whom we ſhall pray, and in whoſe 
Name, and for what,” and- in what man- 
ner, | but not in what" external mode, as 
whether in a ſet Form or without ; cithet 


he hath in the objet, matter, and man- 
ner of Prayer, would have been as 
i PAſ- 


Hp ng: EUR 


HE 


Ny it 
Srl 4 


4H It iy 


Tris ry”: 
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Prayer by his command to that 


and all other of like Nature ave wo 2? 
nently alledged againſt or- 
ſhip not d ure either 


b 32. againſt Sacrificj 
» Which God. Goth he com- 
Fer. 7.31, Ig. 5. Dex, 
making falſe 


and irrelative to the 

yet this way of miC. 

applying Scripture, hath been, I think [ 
may 
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pture is ſo far 
a ſet Formin 


Aſaph the Seer, 2 Chron. 29. 30. What 
are many of the Pſalms but ſo many ſet 
Forms of Prayer and T ing ? 
tg —_ Pſalm, is 
or the afflifted be «1 
hb out bis nt before the Lord. 
Im concludes thus, The Prayers 
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Pray to God, and praiſe God in a { 
orm ? Nay, is not the Prayer of every 
Miniſter a Form to all the People that 
join with him, how extemporary ſoever 
it may be to himſelf ? For are a4 
mach confined in this caſe, as if he read 
it out of a Book: and every time he yz. 
ries, it is ſtill but a new Form to the 


People. - So that that are moſt 
againſt Forms, ndlins one Ae Yom 
themſelves. And ſo I have done with 
ſhewing my reaſon why the Prayers of the 


Liturgy cannot be proved unlawful in 
reſpe& of its being a ſet Form. 


2. They cannot prove it unlawful to 
join in the Prayers made according to the 


upon account of its being ſach 
a fer ot Neither, 1. In re 
ſpett of the objett to whom, nor of the 
Mediator by whom the Prayer is made. 
Nor, 2. la reſpe@t of the matter of it of 
which it doth conſiſt. Nor, 3. Ia re 
Ipe@t of the words and phraſe figni 
of the matter, 


, nor becauſe read 


ont of a Book. | Nor, 5. Though 
ſhould be able to prove the roma 


oned repetitions, abruptioas, ports, 


95 
e, to be real 
Worſhip, and that 


, and that another 


x aan i 


pect of him 


wful in rej 
are made, noe 18 rel 


cannot prove Communion in 


They ' 
Prayers unla 


if 
_ 
> 
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and conclamations, or the lik 
defects in that mode of 


a better as defirable 


might.be more uſeful. 
thoſe 
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'the wotds ind ph by which the ſub- 
ſtantial matter of the Worſhipinexpreſſed. 
They are not made in an unknawn-tongue 
or Language not underſtood/dy the peo. 
'ple- Nor will thep ever be able td prove 
but that in reſpe&t of the wattisiand 
phraſe, that -made-of Pra is of the 


IN Te HER by 


k/ Prayer 4s but a _ of con- 
veying the ſubſtantial matter of Ptayerto 
the onderſtanding and affe&tivn-of them 
that pray, and from thence to.God. It 
is neceſſary indeed'in this reipect that the 
words and phraſe ſhould: be ſignificant 
and expreſſive 'of the i of: the mat 
cer and ſubſtance-of- which1the Prayer 
doth conſiſt. | As when God vis to. be 


magnified for the glory of his 
and marvellous doings : when 
would be humbled far the pravity-and 


generateneſs of our Nature and miſcar- 
riages towards him ; and wheninthe ſeaſe 
thereof, and of God's declared goodneſs 
through Cariſt, we would beg forgiveneſs 
of ſin and the aſſiſtance of bis grace for 
amendment, and eternal Life in the iſſae, 
or any temporal Bleſſing ; it is neceſlary 
that theſe things - be expreſſed in words 
and phraſes that! have ſome ay 
©4444 a 
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. The general Nature of 

ight modes of. Prayer conſiſts in this, 
ith, or. without the uſe of a 
whether uctered in a fer Form of 
or from the preſent invention and 

jon of the: mind. - And irrannot 
of reaſon or truth be de- 

that the Liturgical mode of 

this Nature. words and 


14. 9, 14, 15. | 
And if ſo, then we may, if the faulc 
be not in our ſelves, and if a heart be not 
ing, ſeriouſly and deyoutly preſent 

our neceſſary Confeſſions, Petitions, and 
— unto God in that mode. 
It is too grols an apprehenlion of God to 
think that a greater variety of words and 
pon ſuch, do delight him : but it is 
umility, Reverence, ſenſe of wants, 
fervent deſires of ſupply, and Faith of ac- 
ceptance through Chriſt concurring with 
words ſignificant of ſuck things, w r 
pronounced out of —_— or —_— 
el at 
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that he is pleaſed with. Nor is it comely 
for us to think that it is the ion of 
the ſame words every day, as in the Lord's 


our 

without any due fenſe of what they ins 
that doth offend bim. If Men be 
attentive and careful to engage their 
hearts to.go along with the rwmnees ar 

fied by the words, and to be duly a 
with the import thereof; it is not their 
being read out of a Book that will make 
theſe Prayers able or ineffeCtual : 
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cannot prove Communion in 
of the Liturgy ualawful. in 
the - method , repetitions, 
pronk reſponſes, or conclamations 


4.508 
28 


uſed. For fo as the Scrip- 
in which the duty of Prayer is cq- 
have not determined whether it 
with the help of a Book, or with- 
or whether longer or ſhorter : or 
all the publick Prayer meet for 
ly ſhall be put up toGod in 
or Prayers, or more : or whe- 
be pronounced by the Mini. 
by the People allo : 
ing or ſtanding; I can- 

ſee how it will 
t any 


58 


LEE 


} 


LEE 


nor 
do i 
ces in 


the 


#1 
b1 


chuſe, but only what is Lawful 

ONGED under _— either 
a mode, or 0 rating. Ic 

ppt ey all the People in a 


way of praying, I know no”, We read 
of many that 50 conjuattion of 
3 


voices, 
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voices, were as one to makg one ſound ro be 
beard in praiſing and thanking the Lord, 2 
Chron. 5. 13: They may, perhaps, think 
ſuch repetitions of the ſame Prayer as are 
uſed by the Liturgy may be forbidden by 
our Saviour, when he ſaid, when ye Pray 
uſe not vain repetitions as the Heathen do, 
Mar. 6. But they will hardly prove it, if 
they do bur conſider what the vain repeti- 
tions which the Heathen uſed, were. For 
there ſeems to be no likeneſs or proporti- 
on between the repetitions in the Liturgy 
and thoſe of the Heathen. For they re- 
ted the very ſame words it may be a 
undred times over and more in a little 
time: as they, in 1 Kings 18. 26. who 
rom Morning until Noon, cryed, O Baal,bear 
- O Baal, bear «z, The very ſame words 
are uſed twenty ſix times in Pſal. 136. and 
often in many other Pſalms, and yet I dare 
not ſay they are a vain repetition, and [ 
ſu ,nor they neither, * It 
of a is » bod: viour , that 
with again be went away and pr 
ſuitable Afee” and ſpakg the ſame words, Mark 
expettation of "+ ...- FI 
meerly for X re- 
_ ly for mach ſpuaking makes 
: Although they ſhould be able certain- 
ly,and without all doubt to prove the fore- 
mentioned 
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mentioned repetitions, abruptions, reſſ 
ſes,and conclamations,or the like, to ——_ 
al defeCts in that mode of worſhip,and that 
a better medizm is deſirable, and that ano- 
ther might be more uſeful; yet it will not 
from thence follow, that that would be a 
ſufficient ground or cauſe of ſeparation 
from the ſubſtance of the worſhip it ſelf, 
for theſe two reaſops. 

1, Becauſe thoſe who count the uſe of 
theſe a diſorderly way of praying,need not 
be active in thoſe things unleſs they will, 
but only paſſive. And if they be but paſſive, 
they will not by their preſence be guilty of 
the diſorder. 1 ſuppoſe they do not think 
their preſence at conceived Prayers by ha- 
bit, makes them guilty of all the diſorders 
and defects that are found in them,or ſome 
of them, ſo long as they do not in their 
minds conſent to thoſe diſorders and de- 
fetts,but are ſorry for them. For they are in 
ſuch caſes but involuntary defects as to 


" them: anddefets of that Nature our beſt 


performances are more or leſs liable to, We 
may lay aſide all duties at this rate, if we 
think we may not endeavour a perform- 
ance of them till we can do them without 
all involuntary defects. But chat in which 
a mans will is not, is not morally the 
mans aft ; Every _ is tempted be 

3 [31 
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is drawn away of bis own luſt, and enticed, 
Fam, 1. And no Man is to be counted a 
conſenter to all that-is done in his pre 
ſence, though he do not declare his dif 
ſent, unleſs he declare his conſent to it 
ſome- other way than meerly by his = 
ſence. If this were not ſo, a Man would be 
guilty of all the defefts he perceives in 
the Miniſters Praying and Preaching, un- 
leſs he declared his diſſent from them in 
the open Congregation, which if l- 
ſed , would tend to open contuſion. 
When we conſider the corrupt Eſtate of 
the Jewiſh Church in which our Saviour 
held Communion both in Temple-Wor. 
ſhip, and Synagogue-Worſhip at Nazs 
reth, where he was brought up; I ſup- 
poſe no Man will think that the Admini- 
ſtration of the Worſhip there, was free 
from all defedts , eſpecially conſidering 
that their Liturgy was of humane com- 
poſiire, and yer our Saviour"s preſence at 
this Worſhip, and joining in it, did not 
make him guilty of the defets that 
cleaved to it. The Scribes and Phariſees 
= unſound Doftrine as well as ſound ; 
and yet our Saviour encouraged his Dil- 
ciples to hear them , only cautioning 
them to beware of the leaven of their 
Doctrine , leſt they ſhould receive it, or 
- approve 


among Chriſtians, 103 


it : Which had been a con 


comparatively 
A 


er de- 
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more vſeful one cannot be made uſe of, and 
the other declined without a greater in. 
convenience otherwiſe, They will not ſay 
it's unlawful to join in conceived Prayer 
with a Miniſter or private Chriſtian 'that 
is leſs able than another, and, perhaps, 
far inferionr to ſome then preſent. A leſs 
uſeful verſion of the Pſalms doth not make 
it unlawful to ſing Pſalms by ſuch a verſc 
on. The geſture of kneeling in Prayer is 
the beſt and meeteſt, and yet that doth 
not make the uſe of another geſtuce in 
Prayer unlawful. If the Common-Prayer 
Book, medixm of Workhip, then be in the 
fore mentioned reſpefts, or any. other, 
leſs uſeful than another, it might be in- 
deed a reaſon inducing them that think 
ſo, to make vie of another which they 
judge better , if they were at Liberty to 
do it without drawing on a greater incon- 
venience, ſuch as ſeparation is with all its 
jll effefts. But otherwiſe can any Man 
think the leſs uſefulneſs of a mode but 
of part of the pnblick Worſhip (for it 
is no more) to be a ſufficient ground of 
ſeparation, when there is a neceſlity of u- 
fing the one, or practiſing the other, Un- 
der ſuch Circumſtances doubtleſs a leſs 
uſeful mode of publick Worſhip is much 
more eligible than to run all the _—_ 
an 
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and to bring on all the evil effects of a ſe- 
paration for the uſe of one but compara- 
tively better. It is moſt certain that ſepa- 
ration account of a leſs uſeful mode 
tends more to the hurt and dammage of 
the Religious intereſt in- the main, than 
the uſe of a leſs nſcful mode of but part 
of the publick Worſhip can with any co- 
lour of reaſon or truth be pretended to 
do. All that can be pretended, is, that ir 
tends leſs to the good of Religion, bur 
not at all to its burt, as ſeparation doth, 

3. And laſtly, as to this: They can- 
not e Communion in the Worſhip 
preſcribed by the Liturgy to be unlaw- 
tul upon account of its being impoſed by 
Man, and commanded by humane Au- 
thority. Before they can prove this, they 
muſt prove ſuch Communion to be for- 
bidden of God (which , as I have been 
ſhewing before, cannot be done.) For 
= Law - God which _ bear us - 
in doing a thing, cannot be repealed 
the Lo of Man commuting the ſame 
thing. There is no ſuch enmity or in- 

between God's Laws and 

thoſe of Men which are but ſubordinate, 
or not te to God's, as that any 
ing ſhould become the leſs acceptable 
to God, meerly becauſe commanded wy 
is 
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ing the hetero we On) Godin obey. 
ing 1 powers in things as are 
not contrary to his Laws; becauſe God 
hath commanded us to obey them in ſuch 
things. It is not a ſetting up of Man in 
God's ſtead till Man is obeyed agai 
God, not when he is obeyed in bonds 
nation to him. 


extem 
lawful, and only a Form of 


conſidered, tend to common 

the edification of our ſelves and 
though otherwiſe and out of thoſe cir. 
—_— we were under no obligation 


to 
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to do them, And thus did St. Paw 
make nſt'of it, who beſt underſtood the 
uſe of his Chriſtian Liberty. Though 1 
am free from all Men, faith he, yet have 1 
made my ſelf a Servant wio all, that I 
wicht gain the more : To the Jews | be- 
came ava Jew; to them that are without 
Law, as without Law, and all this for the 
Goſpel j 1 Cor. 9. 19. 23. in- 
of ke Go ſpel in the main did ga- 
vern him (as it Toma do us) in the 
uſe of his Liberty , ſometimes 
one way, and ſometimes arigther. And 
therefore we have him ſometimes againſt 
nl enjeht. be” that the truth of the Goſ- 
_- preſerved —_— Chri- 

ians, Gal. 2.5. and 5. 1, And ſome- 
times makin L of it tor the furtherance 
of the Goſpel, As 16. 3. And he per- 
ſwaded the Chriſtians to uſe their Li 
ty to which they were called, not ſo much 
to pleaſe themſelves as to ſerve one another. 
im Love; but by means to uſe it a1 an 
occaſion to the fleſh, as ſome would have 
a k caſting off the Rule and 

NY 


Mali, and Mag giſtrates, under pe 
being Chriſt”s Freemen, G 
13. 1Twm.6. 1,2, 3. 2 Pet. 216 Ab 


Now I haye been ſhewing before , that 
a 
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a Liberty of a total diſuſe of the Li. 
turgie in the publick Worſhip as the caſe 
now ſtands, cannot be icable with 
that advantage to the general intereſt of 
Religion, as the uſe of it may, as any 
Men of reaſon may ealily diſcern, if they 
be not blinded with prejudice and inter. 
eſt. An Argument may much rather be 
fetched from Chriſtian Liberty for the uſe 
of the Liturgy under the preſent poſture 
of Circumſtances, than againſt it, For if 
God hath not limited Prayer to one mode 
only, then Chriſtians are at Liberty to uſe 
any as occaſion ſhall require for the inter 
eſt of Religion in the Main ; conſe. 
quently, that which for the nt the 
w requires 


I have now near done with the ſecond 
Dividiog-Principle : and when the whole 
I have ſaid about it hath been conſider- 
ed, I appeal to all who are able to make 
a judgment in the caſe , whether thoſe 
that ſeparate from our Proteſtant Pariſh- 

ions , will ever be able to 
EE 
and cau eparation, an 
of all the miſchievous effects that have, 
and may proceed from it, or be occaſioned 
by it. 
And to give yet the greater moe 
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munion when he was on 
a Church as he did : which, for 
can j was more corrupt both 


16 
24; 


from one to another, contrary to God” 
appointment, of which we have an ac- 
count from Joſephus, belides what we 


Thi L . . by 
inſtitution as well as the matter of the 
Worſhip s fel, 4. The Law was 

COr- 
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corrupted by many falſe Md. 

5- $5. The Commandments of Men were 

raught for Dotrines, Mar.15.9. 6. The 

Church cenſures were abuſed to the Ex. 

communication of the belt Men, John g. 

22. 34+ 7. The Sadducees, who denied 

the Reſurrettion, or that there is Angel 
or Spirit were es _— but 
were alſo a great and preva ig 
that D—_ 8. The Scribes, Piarides 
Chief Prieſts, and Rulers, were perſecy- 
ting and opprelſive , proud , coyetous, 
and hypocritical : and the common Peo- 
ple generally ſo bad, as that they prefer. 
red Barabbas before Jeſus, and had their 
hands in ſhedding the Blood of our $4 
= they with the other were all 
together s Generation of Viper, 

# ſinful and an adulterou: - mn gg 
this lamentable condition -was that 
Church then. Yet all this notwithſtand. 
jog, onr Saviour did not refrain the pub- 
ick Worſhip, but held Communion with 

this Church, both in Temple and Syna- 
gogue- Worſhip, as you may fee in Luke 
2. 41, 42, 43, Jobn 2. 23. and 7. 10, 
and 10. 22, 23. Lake 4. 16. Mat. 26, 
17,18, There is no Man ever had 
a mind as he, to ſoundneſs of 

» purity of Worſhip ay. Wor- 

ppers, 


. 
= 


t he never — 
ion with 
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If when thoſe: who are ingenuous and 
truly conſcientious, have well conſidered 
the things, and yet after that ſhall 
continue feparatiſts from - our” Pariſh 
Churches, I ſhall fomewhat wonder how 
or which way can ſatisfie themſelves 
in ſo doing. Me- thinks this 
ble and uacontroulable pattern and exam 
ple of our Saviour, -of whom we are all 
to Jearn, and who hath left us an exam 
ple that we ſhould tread in--his ſteps, 
ſhould of it ſelf alone if there: were n0- 
thing elſe to be ſaid in the caſe, put an end 
to all diſputes about this bubneſs , and 
ſatisfie the moſt ſcrupulous Chriſtian un- 
{be Je of Proſelytes by 
Jews initiating 

Baptiſm as well as by Circumciſion, was 
a humane addition to what God had ap- 
pointed : and yet for all that our Saviour 
made choice of Baptiſm by which to 
initiate Profelytes into his Religion. He 
_ ue In, 
erent from what was appointed at 

firſt inſticution, as probe rye rihe/qnn 
Exo1. 12.6. 11, Which things I might 


they are not ſo directly appoſite to what 
| have ——— ” > 
to be on ſuch as are 

ſcrupulous 


improve to ſeveral purpoſes : but becauſe | 
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ſcrupulous over much, and who think no 
alteration of Circumltances between the 
| firſt and after uſe of an inſtitution, will 
8 juſtific a Circumitantial variatioa trom 
' what was firſt practiſed thereabour. 


HI. Dividing Principle to be avoided, 


Another Dividing Principle, is, Thar 
it doth not belong ro the Higher Powers 
in a Nation profeſling Chriltianity, to 
intermeddle in any publick eſtabliſhment 
of that Religion, farther than to protect, 
countenance, and encourage the Profeſ- 
ſors of it in their Profeflion. I call 
this a Dividing Pripciple, becauſe the 
Higher Powers doipg more than fo in ha- 
ving Divided the whole Nation into par- 
ticular Pariſh-Churches , and having ap- 
pointed Goſpel-Ordinances to be-Admi- 
niſtred in thoſe Congregations ,. and 
obliging, and conſtraining all profeſſing 
the true Chriſtian Religion 10 the Nation 
to attend the Worſhip of God in thoſe 

' Aſemblies; this being the National way 

as they call it, ſome do therefore ſepa- 

A rate from it. In oppoſition to this Di- 

_ Principle , 1 (hall endeavour to 
w, 

1, That Natigns profeſſing the true 

x | Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Religion, do vpon that account 
according to the Scripture, ſtand related 
to God as his People in a large ſence, and 
in contradiſtinftion to the Heathen and 
Infidel World, 

2. That a National ſettlement of the 
Chriſtian Worſhip in the Pariſh. Churches 
by the Higher Powers, is more for the 
intereſt of Religion and Men's Salvation, 
than if there ſhould be none. 

1, To begin with the firſt of theſe, 
When God by Abraham deligned to et 
on foot a method of Reforming the 
World, he declared to him he would do 
it id a National way * A for me, my Co 
venant is with thee , a Father of many Na- 
tions ſhalt thou be : A Father of many Na- 
tions bave I made thee , faith the Lord, 
Gen. 17.4, 5. Meaning, I ſuppoſe, that 
that Reformation which was begun in 
him, by his Faith and Obedience in for- 
ſaking the Idols of his Country upon 
God's call, and betaking himſelf to the 
Worſhip and Service of the true God, 
ſhould by degrees extend to the taking in 
of many Nations. | God at the very beſt 
told him that be ſhowld be a Bleſſing, and 
that in him, and in his Seed, all Nations 
ſhould be Bleſſed, Gen. 12, 2, 3, And 
by St, Paul, Rom. 4. 16, 17, we _ 
ſta 
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ſtand that God's promiſe of making Abre- 
bam a Father of many Nations, was not 
in reſpect of many Nations deſcending 
from him in the way of Natural Genera- 
tion, but by deriving from him that pro- 
feſſion of Faith and holy Worſhip, which 
was tranſmitted down from him, not only 
to the Nation of the Jews, but alſo to 
the Nations of the Gentiles. To begin 
this Work in a National way, the Lord 
omiſed Abraham to grve to his Seed, 
is Natural Seed, the Land of Canaan as 
the place where this work ſhould be emi- 
nently begun in a National way. And 
all that Nation were accordingly brought 
into Covenant with God, and became his 
Church and People. And all the Profe- 
lytes of the Gentiles that forſook their 
Idols to join with them to Worſhip the 
God of Abrabam, and were Circumciſed, 
were without any exception ſave that of 
legal uncleanneſs, to cat the Paſsover, 
Numb. 9. And thus it held on in the 
way of gathering only ſome here and 
there out of the Nations of the Gentiles, 
vatil Chriſt gave Commiſſion to Preach 
the Goſpel to all Nations, Baptizing 
them, 
And as the time of bringing in whole 
Nations of the Gentiles in times of the 
Il 2 Goſpel 
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Goſpel drew nearer; ſo Predictions of it 
by the Prophets, were more particular 
and expreſs, Iſa. 52. 15. He ſhall ſprinkle 
Nations : to wit, as he promiſed in 
particular to the Jews to ſprinkle clean 
water upon them, to cleanſe them from al 
their filthineſs, and from all ther Idols, 
Ezek. 36. 25. And again, Iſa. 55. 5. 
Bebold, thou ſhalt call a Nation that thou 
hneweſt not , and Nations that knew not thee 
ſhall run unto thee. And God's call of a 
Nation, and a Nations Anſwer to that 
call, makes a Church, works a Relation 
berween God and them; as ſome have 
well obſerved. And Zechariah, one of 
the laſt Prophets , ſpeaks yet more ex- 
preſly, Chap. 2. 11. And many Nation 
ſhall be joined to the Lord in that day, and 
ſhall be his People. To be joined to the 
Lord, and to be his People, plainly fig- 
nifie ſuch a Relation between God and 
them, as doth make them to be of his 
Church. Meat. 21. 43. The Kingdom of 
God ſhall be taken from you , and gwen to 
a Nation : that is, fure Nationally , for 
otherwiſe we cannot ſay it was taken 
from all of that Nation of the Jews, Rgv. 
11.15. The —_ of this World are 
become the King of the Lord, and of 

bis Chriſt. 
Theſe 
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Theſe Prediftions have been fulfilled as 
Nations have Nationally imbraced and 
profeſſed the Chriſtian Religion. For it 
1s a Vain thing to think that theſe Prophe- 
cies have not yet at all been fulfilled now 
after the Goſpel hath been running its 
courſe theſe ſixteen hundred years to ac- 
compliſh them. And 'if any have a mind 
to interpret theſe Prophecies of National 
Churches by that in Revel. 5. 9. And 
haſt d us to God by thy Blood, out 
of Kindred, and Tongue, and People 
and Nation : They may do well to con- 
ſider, that the calling of a few out of 
Nations (according to their Notion) is 
not the calling of thoſe Nations them- 
ſelves. It's one thing for Men to be 
brought to effeftual Fairh and fincere 
Obedience by the Goſpel, and another to 
be brought to a general -proteſſion of ir. 
There are the many that are called, and 
yet but few that are the choſen, Mar. 20. 
16. and 22. 14. It is in the one ſenſe that 
they are ſaid to be Redeemed out of every 
Kindred, Tongue, People, and Nation ; 
and in the other, that whole Nations are 
ſaid to be joined to the Lord, and to be 
his People; for ſo they are by a general 
call and profeſſion. - Every individual 


Perſon in a Nation that ſo profeſſerh and 
I 3 Wor- 
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Worſhippeth the true God in oppoſition 
to all falſe gods as to be called by his 
Name , are in Scripture denominated 
Sons and Davghters to God in a large 
ſenſe, Iſa. 43. 6, 7. Bring my Sons from 
my daughters from the ends of the 
one that is called 
Name. As the Worſhippers of Idols 
are called the Children of a ſtrange god, 
Mal. 2. 11, $o in oppoſition to that, and 
in a large ſenſe, all that Worſhip the true 
God, are called his Children; as the 
Jews were, Dext. 14.1. When St. Pau 
faid, in Gal. 3. 26. to all the Churches of 
Galatia , Te are all the Children of God by 
Faith in Chriſt Jeſus : it was ſure from 
their profeſſion of Faith in Chriſt Jeſus in 
their Baptiſm by which they put him on 
(as there he faith) that he ſo tiles them, 
and not from the effeftualneſs of the 
Faith of every one of them : For he 
chargeth them with being removed 
the Goſpel of Chriſt to another Goſpel, Chap. 
1,6. with not obeying the Truth, Chap. 3.1. 
and tells them be was afraid of them 
leſt be bad beſtowed labour on them in vain, 
Chap. 4. 11. that be ſtood in doubt of them, 
and was travelling in Birth again with them 
for the forming of Chriſt in them, ver. 19, 
20. There are many that are the —_””" 
0 
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of God by profeſſed Obligation on their 
part, that are not ſo by ſpecial intereſt in 
the promiſe on God's part, for want of 
pong the ſpecial Condition, And 
uch are the Servants of God, indeed ; 
but they are called in Scripture Sloatbful 
Servants, unprofitable Servants, wickgd Ser- 
vants, fooliſh Virgins, Branches in Criſt the 
Vine, that bear no Fruit. 

2. A National ſettlement of the Chri- 
ſtian Worſhip in the Pariſh-Churches by 
the Higher-Powers, is more for the inte. 
reſt of Religion, and Men's Salvation, 
than if there ſhould be none. lr is for 
the intereſt of Religion in a Nation that 
are of the true Religion by profeſſion, 
that the Higher Powers there being of 


the ſame Religion, do take order, 1. 
God be ickly Worſhi 


2, for 
provided for that end. - 3. 
Officers com 
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as may ſecure the Law from contempt, or 
careleſs neglet. 6. That ſome be ap 
pointed to fee the Law put in Execution: 
which yet cannot be practicable without 
a diſtribution of the whole into parts in 
the ſame, or ſome ſuch way as that 1s, by 
which the whole Nation is divided into 
Pariſhes. 97. That Church- Diſcipline be 
rem 2g and duly ROY for the 

ing of the Church, and keeping it 
Gs. hs firſt of theſe varticalars that 
the Higher Powers take care that God be 
publickly Worſhi by the People , is 
evident of it ſelf, Mature & all 
Men to Worſhip him whom they acknow- 
ledge to be their God, and by themſelves 
or others to teach thoſe under their Go- 
yernment to do the like , as appears by 
univerſal praftice. And the ſecond of the 
fore mentioned particulars is conſequent 
upon the firſt, and the third upon the ſe- 
cond, and ſo on, 

That theſe things are for the intereſt 
of Religion, every Man's reaſon will ea- 
ſily diſcern. For hereby a face of Religion 
will be kept > every place in ſuch a 
Nation, and the means of Salvation will 
be ready & hand, and all will come under 
an obligation of Man's Law as well as 
Gad's, ta make uſe of them. And —_ 

throug 
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the of God, knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord will be propa- 
ted more than if the People were all 
ft at liberty to do that which is right in 
their own eyes, to provide, or not pro- 
vide themſelves with ſuch helps, or to uſe 
or negle(t them as they pleale. We ſee 
by experience that there is generally the 
leaſt face of Religion in thole places that 
have been moſt negleCed in the publick 
proviſion. And it is upon the account 
of ſuch neceſſary things as theſe, that 
Kings and Queens were promiſed as a 
great Bleſſing to the Church under the 

Notion of Nurſing Fathers and Nur 
eWothers, to train vp, and educate their 
People in Religion, J/a. 49. 23. And the 
better any Kings and Rulers are, the more 
careful, and the more zealous will they be 
to promote and propagate true Religion 
in their Dominions by their Authority. 
And uſvally the $ anſwers the zeal 
and diligence of ſuch, as we ſee it did in 
the good Kings of F«dab and their Peo- 
ple. When all Kings fall down before bim, 
all Nations ſerve him, according to 
the Pro , Pſal. 72.11, It willbeſo 
with the le, when the Kings of Na- 
tions ſubject elves to Chriſt, not on- 
ly in their perſonal, but more eſpecially 
in 
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in their Regal capacity, For which cauſe 
it ſhould ſeem St, Paw! exhorted the pri 
mitive Chriſtians, ro make Carions, 
Prayers, and Interceſſions, for Kings, and 
all that are in Authority ;, as for re 
ſpedts, ſo eſpecially for their Converſion 
to Chriſtianity (they being then Heathen) 
both that Chriſtians might live peaceable 
and quiet Lives in all godlineſs and ho- 
neſty, and alſo that Chriſtianity might be 

opagated in their Dominions, to the 

lvation of many the more : For this is 
implicd in the reaſon of the exhortation 
in theſe words: For this is good and acc 
table in the ſight of God our Saviour , 
will bave all Men to be ſaved, and come to 
the knowledge of the Truth; 1 Tim. 2. 
2, 3, 4+ 

And when the primitive Chriſtians had 
accordingly for a long time travelled by 
fervent Prayer for the Converſion of the 
Heathen Emperours to Chriſtianity , at 
laſt they obtained their Petition in Cn- 
ftantine, that famous Chriſtian Emperouc : 
upon. whoſe Vittories over the Enemies to 
Chriſtianity, and the pr ion of the 
Chriſtian eligion by publick Authority 
throughout his Dominions, that joyful 
acclamation was heard in the Church (as 
Jaterpreters underſtand) Now 5 come 
Salvation 


| among Chriſtians. 123 
Saloation and firength , and the. Ki 
our God , and the Power of bu Chriſt, 
evel, 12. þ 7 OT; and ſo the 
Kingdom was in the Empi P 
before by private mens profeſſion 
but when it came to be backed _ 
rial Edits and Laws, and to be ſeconded 
by the power and ſtrength of the Empire 
Then, and- not till then, was that new 
Song ſung in the Church: Now is come 
Salvation and Strength , the Kingdom 
of our God , and the Power his 
Chriſt. 
| would it were better conſidered by 
ſome who wovld be thought great Enc- 
mies to Popery, how that in this proper 
and eminent point - , they ſym- 
bolize with the mſelf, and al chat 
are thorow Papilts , I la denying 
Kings to have any power in matters Ec- 
cleſiaſtical., When the ten Kings, Ryvel. 
17, 13. parted with this ne Av- 
thority to the Pope v 
gave their A 
inveſted them - as bevy T how 
h, unto the Beaſt. Andas faſt as 
off from him, they re aſſume 'it 
hg aps te of Princes and Gover. 
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profeſſed Chriſtianity ever ſince there waz 
a Nation profeſſing it, there hath not, 1 
think, been one, but who have claimed x 
power about ordering Church-affairs, ex. 
cept ſuch as have given their power and 
ſtrength unto the Beaſt. And ſhall we not 
then interpret and underſtand the Anci. 
ent Prophecies that went of them, by the 
event in what we ſee fulfilled ? 

That Kings may abuſe this power to 
the propagating a falſe Religion , or in 
corrupting the true, is no good Argy- 
ment againſt the due uſe of it in pr 
ting the true. He 5s the e Miniſter of God 
to thee for good, ſaith the Scripture : and 
as long as he doth that which tends to 
[OE good, he is not out of his way to 

ſure, Row. 13, 4. Every Chriſtian is 
bound to promote the intereſt of Religi- 
on according to his capacity : he that is 
head of a Family ay ſach is bound to do 
it: and ſo he that is head of a Kingdom, 
as ſuch is bound to do itlikewiſe ; every 
one is under an obligation to do it ac- 

m— to their Talents and ſeveral abi- 

es. 

It's true indeed, that ſince all ſuch as 
are the Higher Powers, are Miniſters of 
God for good to the People, and have no 
power from God to do any thing againſt the 


Truth, 
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Truth, but for the Truth; It is greatly to 
de wiſhed, and fervently to be prayed fot 
in behalf of all Chriſtian Princes and Go- 
yernours, that God would give them Wil. 
dom, that nothing may be impoſed upon 
their People by them in the Worſhip of 
God, but what bath a plain and apt ren- 
dency one way or other to further Edifica- 
tion, or to help their Devotion : And 
that ſuch ways and methods of promoting 
theſe ends may be made uſe of, as are 
leaſt liable to exception or diſputation, 
thereby to cut off as much as may be, all 
occaſion of Diviſion and pretence of dilla- 
tisfaftion : that ſo Peace, Love, and Unity 
may be recovered, and the happy effects 
of them obtained. 

Yet when all is done that can be done 
there will in all National ſettlements of 
this Nature, be place for the Exerciſe of 
humane prudence, And indeed 1 know 
no Sett or party, but though they decry 
humane prudence about the Worſhip of 
God never ſo much, yet do make uſe of 
it themſelves in their Adminiſtration of 
Holy things, and are neceſſitated ſo to 
doif they will Worſhip God publickly at 
all. The Ordinances of Baptiſm, Lord's 
Supper, Word, and Prayer, as touching 
the matter and ſubſtance of them , are 

par- 
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particularly and expreſly determined in 
Scripture : But many particulars abour 
the Adminiſtration of theſe, are left to the 
uidance and direCtion of general Rule 
or Edification. It is not determined in 
particular what Prayers ſhall be made < 
ther before or after the Adminiſtration of 
Baptiſm or the 'Lord's Sopper, or what 

exhortation ſhall be made to the 
upon the occaſion of them. It is not 
determined in particular how, or in what 
way or method the Word and Prayer 
ſhall be uſed in Church-Aſſemblies; As 
how much, and what part of the Scrip- 
ture ſhall be read at one meeting, or how, 
or what way the Miniſter ſhall improve 
the Word by Preaching, as whether by 
what occurs to his preſent thoughts upon 
occaſion of dd en read, \e by ut. 
tering what prepared inful 
ſtudies otherwiſe; or whether he ral do 
this with, or without the help of Notes. 
Nor is it particularly determined whether 
all, or part, or none of the publick Prayers 
ſhall be in a preſcribed Form, except the 
Lord's Prayer, or whether any of it ſhall, 
or ſhall not be read out of a Book, or 
whether Prayer ſhall be made both before 

and after Sermon. 

Now, in this caſe thoſe to whom it 
belongs 


eGabrebodhedok...io £6 a £0 4. 


' among Chriſtians. 127 

to rake order ſor the ſetling of 
God's publick Worſhip in'a Nation, with 
the beſt advice they can take, will neceſ- 
farily be put upon conſidering whether 
it is beſt ro leave all theſe things wholly 
to each Miniſter's Liberty and choice, or 
wholly to limit them, or whether to leave 
them partly at Liberty, as in the Pulpir, 
and partly to limit them. And while 
they deliberate on theſe things, ſeveral 
circumſtances will come under conſidera- 
tion; As the different abilities, and va- 
rious tempers of the Miniſters , and the 
various capacities and tempers of the 
People z as whether that which may be 
beſt for ſome , may be beſt for all, or 
whether ſomewhat of a middle Nature 
may not beſt accommodate all: and 
what hath anciently been praQtiſed in the 
Church of God, and what is pratiſed in 
way f moft likey to preſerve Truth and 

ikely to preſerve Truth 

Peace the Church, and the like. And 
when Men have only Rules to 
goide and govern elves by in deter- 
mining ſach things as theſe, ir muſt be 
rem that it is a thing incident to 
the holieft and wifeſt Men to differ in 
their application of particular caſes to 


general Rules, —_ —_— 
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Circumſtances are to be taken in to make 
a right judgment in the caſe : their dif. 
fereat meaſures of light, if not of Inter. 
elts too, expoling them thereunto. Their 
late differences under a greater Liberty in 
this kind than can now be expected, is a 
ſufficient proot of this. 

And when things of this Nature are 
done, and determined upon the belt terms, F 
as is thought by them into whoſe hands FF | 
the Providence of God hath calt it, though 
it ſhould be otherwiſe , not only in the 
thoughts of many others, but alſo really 
in it ſelf; yet if nothing be thereby im. 
poſed as a Condition of Communion, but 
what Circumſtances conſidered , is law- 
ful, the reaſons formerly given may, | 
| conceive, well ſway with all ſober and 
| peaccable minded Chriſtians , rather to 
| make the beſt uſe they can of the preſent 
ſettlement, than to chuſe to ſeparate, be- 
cauſe it is not in all things to their mind. 
For if there ſhould not be a bearing with 
one another in ſuch leſſer differences for 
general Edification ſake, and the intereſt 
of Religion in the main, and for the 
maintenance of Peace and Love, till by 
diſcreet, ſober, and peaccable means 
thoſe that differ can work themſelves, or 
thoſe that differ from them, into a nearer 
agree- 


1 At RNV_"_EGHH_XX cou ac zco©Kv eos a A 


4 


among Chriſtians. 129 
agreement z how ſhould it ever be ex- 

d that Chriſtians ſhould maintain 
uch fellowſhip upon their agreement in 
the ſubſtantials of Chriſtianity notwith- 
ſtanding circumſtantial differences, as for 
which the Scripture is far more expreſs, 
than it is for ſuch particular modes of 
Worſhip, as thoſe are about which they 
differ ? If differences in judgment about 
Circumſtances whereby the ſubſtance of 
Religion is not in danger, ſhould be a ſuf. 
ficient ground of ſeparation, it's probable 
there would be almoſt as many ſeparations 
as Churches in the World. 

Having now done with whatl had to 
ſay to take Men off from thoſe Dividing 
Principles which are chiefly conſidera- 
ble, 1 ſhall purſue my DireCtions for en- 
deayouring to keep the Uairy of the Spi- 
ritin the bond of Peace, no further, con- 
lidering what plentiſul proviſion there is 
already made for Direction in the Cure of 
Church deviſcons, as by others, ſo eſpect- 
ally by that labotions Servant of the 
Lord , Mr. Baxter. | ſhall therefore 
conclude this Diſcourſe with a few mo- 
tives to perſwade the ſeveral parties which 
are Divided, to Unite again, and to en- 
deavour- to keep the Unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of Peace : And that all on all 
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hands would manifeſt themſelves to be 
ſuch hearty lovers of Peace, Unity, and 
Charity, as for the ſake thereof thoſe that 
are uppermoſt, would count it no diſho. 
nour , but rather their glory, to conde- 
ſcend to thoſe that are below : and that 
thoſe again, whoſe ſtanding is in the 
Valley, would not think it too much to 
travel up the Hillto meet them: And if 
it be thought roo = to ſtrive who 
ſhall go before another in gruing Honour, 
(Rom. 12. 18,) yet if both forts that 
ifler, would but go as far as they well 
may, both in reſpe@ of Conſcience and 
— towards compounding the dif. 
erence ; how ſoon, and how eaſily might 
both ends be brought together, and the 
bond of Peace which hath been broken, 
be pieced again ? To this end conſider, and 
lay to heart thoſe few things which I ſhall 

lay before you. | 
— 1, I ſhall commend to you the beſt 
pattern which you can imitate,and againſt 
which there can be no exception, and 
that is God himſelf ; who though he be 
ſo infinitely above all, as to ſtand in no 
need of the Friendſhip of Men, yet out 
of the Infinite goodneſs of his Nature, 
hath bumbled himſelf, not only to behold 
the things on Earth, but even to ſeek the 
x recon- 
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reconciliation of his Enemies to himſelf, 
and to propoſe new and eaſie terms of 
Friendſhip, when the old had been viola- 
ted, God was in Chriſt reconciling the 
World unto himſelf, not 1mputing their treſ+ 
paſſes unto them, 2 Cor. 5. 19, And not 
ro reconcile them to himſelf only, but 
alſo to one another in their common 
head and center of Union, Chriſt Jeſus, 
That in the dijpenſation of the fulneſs of time 
he might gather together in [ one? all things 
in Chriſt , both which are in Heaven and 
which are on Earth, Ephel. 1. 106. Andto 
that end hath ſent forth Ambaſſadours of 
Peace to beſcech them to be reconciled to 
God, and to bring them all to the Uniry 
of the Faith , and knowledge of the Son of 
God, Ephel. 4. 13. And how can we 
think our ſelves to be partakers of a Di- 
vine Nature, unleſs we find ſome reſem- 
blance of this goodneſs of God's Nature 
in our ſelves, inclining and diſpoſing us 
to concord and good agreement with 
fellow-Chriſtians , by removing out of 
the way all that unneceſlarily hinders it. 
Bleſſed are the Peace makgrs, for they ſhall 
be called the Children of God , Mar. 5. g. 
And why the Children of God? bur be- 
cauſe herein they reſemble him who is 
the God of Peace, that loves Peace, and 
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ſeeks Peace, and delights to ſee Men de. 
ſgning it , and labovuring at it, with 
heart, head, tongue, and hand. Ze ye there- 
fore one and all, followers of God as dear 
Children, and walk, in Love, Eph. 5. 1,2. 
Be perſett, be of one mind, live in Peace, and 
the God of Love and Peace ſhall be with you, 
2 Cor. 13. 11. Can you be ambitious of 
any greater Honour than to be like God ? 
A likeneſs to God is the higheſt Honour 
and perfection the Nature of any Creature 
is capable of : And to live in Love and 
Peace, and to ſeek Peace, and to be Peace. 
makers, is the way to be like him. If 
we love one another, God dwel'tth mm 
us, and bis love us perfetied in us, 1 John 

4. 12, "2s 
2. If you count it either matter of 
Honour or comfort to be of a temper like 
Chriſt, or if you think it will give you 
any confidence towards him for the pre- 
ſent, and at his coming (as undoubtedly 
it will) then by this be perſwaded like- 
wiſe to endeavour with all your might 
that the Unity of the Spirit may be kept 
in the bond of Peace. For the and 
Soul of Chriſt is exceedingly _ ſet upon 
Union and good agreement of all that 
believe in him: though they cannot all 
know alike and think alike in every thing, 
yet 
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for all that he is greatly deſirous t 
Nould all hold together as one in Faich 
and Love. And therefore in that folema 
Prayer of his to his Father, Jobs 17, 
when he was leaving the World , he 
ſingles out this in ſpecial as the matter of 
his requeſt to his Father in one of the 
laſt Prayers he was to make in this World, 
that they all might be one, and be perfetted 
in one, His heart and deſire was 1o full 
of this, and ſo ſet upon it, that he isat 
it over and over, mentioning it no leſs 
than four times in the ſame Prayer, ver. 
11. 21, 22, 23, And why was his heact 
ſo much in this? Was it, think you, for 
himſelf, or for us? For his own fake, or 
for ours? He deſired no greater thing 
for himſelf than to be Glorified with the 
Glory be had with the F ather before the World 
was, before ever he entred upon his Me- 
diatory Office, ver. 5. No, it was for us 
Men, and for our comfort and benefit that 
he ſo much deſired it, as knowing how 
much the Peace, comfort, and Edification 
of his People depended upon it; and how 
much the Converſion of the World de- 
pended on it, as CT 
ion of Chriſt to the World, 

they might believe that the Father bad 
ſent him, 
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And was his heart ſo much in it! And 
did he concern himſelf ſo much about it 
for our ſakes! And ſhall we our ſelves va- 
lae it ſo little as to prefer little and incon- ' 
ſiderable things betore it, and that rather 
for will and humour than any tie of Con- 
ſcience ! O, God forbid. If wedo, it is a 
ſign we do not yet well underſtand the 
things that belong to our peace, but that 
they are hid from our eyes. * = = - 

And if Chriſt's heart was ſo much ſet 
upon the Unity and Concordance of his 
followers, we muſt needs think they are 
Men according to his own heart, that 
heartily deſign, deſire, and endeavour it 
too. And 1s not that honour enough ? 
Which ſounds of moſt Hononr to David ? 
That he was a King? Or, that he was 4 
Man after God's own heart ? And who are 
like to be moſt dear unto Chriſt , but 
thoſe who are moſt like him, and make 
one heart with him ? 

The more you ſhall find your hearts 
run out to this thing, as Chriſt's did; 
the more you find your ſelves of his 
mind, ſpirit, and temper herein, the 
better aſſurance you will have (and the 
greater comfort in that aſſurance) of 
your dwelling in him, and he in you: 
Hereby we kyow that we dwell in him, yr 

e 
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he in us, becauſe be hath given us of his Spe- 
rit, 1 John 4. 13. is if as Mes bs 
wot the Spur of Chriſt , he « none of bus, 
Rom. 8. 9. 
Truly if Men were but as forward to 
ratihe and pleaſe our Lord in this that is 
b pleaſing to him, as they ſeem to be in 
ſome other things in which be never dif. 
covered himſelf to take any ſuch pleaſure, 
things would be quite at another paſs a- 
us. And yet if pleaſing him be the 
buſineſs, and not ſomewhat elſe, w 
ſhould not we be moſt for that in whi 
he moſt delights ? 
$3. Your Contentions and Divilions if 
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their Diviſions that was the cauſe of this 
miſchief. For firſt of ail, ſaith he, when 


you come together in the Church, I bear that 


there are dwviſions among you, Ver. 18, 
That Church abounded in Spiritual gifts, 
being euriched in every thing, in all utter ance 
and all knowledge, ſo that they came behind 
w no gift, Chap. 1. 5.7. They thrived 
in theſe indeed : but then they went back. 
ward in their Humility and Charity, and 
goodneſs of their Spirit and temper, 
which made the Apoltle to ſpend almoſt 
a whole Chapter in commenting Charity 
above Spiritual gifrs to them, beſides the 
ſeveral hints he gives of their being puffed 
wp. Though they might well have been 
Spiritual Chriſtians, conſidering the op- 
portunity and means they had to mak 
them ſuch : yet becauſe of Envying, Strife, 
and Diviſrons among them , ſome follow- 
ing one Teacher, and ſome another in 
oppoſition; St, Paul could not (as he 
ſaith) write to them as to Spiritual, but 
only as to Carnal, ſuch as were but Babes 
ſtill, and unthriven in the Life and Spirit 
of Chriſtianity 5 their envying, ſtrife, 
and diviſions, keeping them thus low un- 
der the means of higher attainments in 
grace, 1 Cr. 3, 1, 2,3. 
* The truth is, Diviſions, Wranglings, 
and 
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and Janglings, and Contentions, eat out 
the very heart of Reli _ Men = 
grow rich in a Form of knowledge, and 
expreſs a great zeal for the outſide of Re- 
ligion, and yet in the mean time be lan. 
guiſhing in the very vitals of Chriſtianity, 
when that knowledge and zeal is not im- 
proved and ſpent for the farthering of 
Peace and Love, with other Chriſtian 
Virtues, Your Diviſions and Contentions, 
Chriſtians, will be as a Worm at the root 
of your Tree , that will keep it from 
thriving, whatever coſt you otherwiſe be- 
ſtow upon it. 
if then you have any mind to keep up 
Religion in heart among us, and not to 
have your Wine to become as Water, ha- 
___ its Spirit: If you would have 
oſpel- = n—_—_— yield their increaſe, 
_ __—_—_ Religion not degenerate into 
: If you would yield the Lord the 
able and pleaſant Fruit of all his 
coſt, and not fuch as is ſtarvy, harſh, 
and unſayoury: If you would not carn 
the Fruit of Righteouſneſs into Hemlock, 
If you would be free from ſuch a diſtem- 
per as will hinder your Spiritual reliſh, 
and convert your food to a noxions hu- 
mour, and ſubject you to a ſpiritual lan- 
guiſhing in the midſt of a plentiful = 
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viſion for Spiritual health and growth, 
Then lay aſide your diviſions about mat. 
ters of doubtful diſputation, and follow 
after the things which make for peace,and 
things whereby you may edifie one ano. 
ther in love. 

What knowledge ſoever you have, and 
what zeal ſoever you expreſs for any 
truth as you conceive it to be, yet if 
while you hold faſt other things, you let 
go Charity, your knowledge of, and your 
zeal in proſecuting and promoting the 
fame, though it were to the loſing of 
your life, will profit you nothing, 1 Cor, 
13.2, 3. I underſtand all myſteries 
and all by ”, and though I xv 

to be burned, and _ not a F4 

eh me nothing. A thing which near. 
=> m— to mind , that are 
more careful and tender leſt ſome other 
controverted and ſuppoſed truth ſhould 
ſuffer, than Charity, Peace and Concord 
ſhould ſuffer ; care not what rents 
and diviſions they make, ſo they may _ 
popes their particular | I 
there be bitter zeal (as 
it) glory not of thy knowledge, and lie 
not againſt the , in ſaying thar's the 
way to promote it, Faw. 3. 14. If you 
yould thrive under the mcans of | Gran 
indeed, 
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indeed, and be growing up to perfect 
then be ſure to be mnch for Charity # 
Unity. You have much talk of per. 
feftion _—_— and many that pre- 
tend to it that are far from it, but 1 
think it conliſts in nothing more next our 
love to God, than in the Saints Love and 
Unity, This is the cry of the Scripture : 
That they be [ perſe# in one?) John 17. 23, 
Be perſeft, be of one mind, live in Peace, 
2 Cor. 13.11,- Above all theſe put on Che 
rity, which is the bond of perſettneſs, Col. 3. 
14. If we love one another, God dwelleth im 
us, and his love is [ perfefted? in ws, 1 John 


4. 12, 
If fome do grow in grace after t 
have fallen into dividing ways , al 
parating practiſes (as | am not ſo un- 
charitable , but to think that they do, 
_ the errour lies not mo = bur 
in their } ne) yet this is 
not to be _—_ at all to thee whery 
in differ from other good Chriſtians, 
not of their way, who in grace 
too, but to thoſe Principles of 
Chriſtianity wherein both the one and the 
other are agreed. And1 have good rea- 
ſon to think that the fame improvement 
of thoſe unqueſtionable Principles by 
which they grow in grace, - their ſepa- 


ration, 
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ration, notwithſtanding, would ſet them 
much forwarder in that growth, in caſe 
they were at Liberty from the intangle. 
ments of ſeparation, than under them 
it can : Becauſe thoſe ways of Diviſion 
and Separation , do Naturally tend tg 
narrow Mens Spirits and Charity and to 
cauſe them to think that many are not of 
the Church of Chriſt, which indeed are: 
and to have low thoughts of many, that 
yet are highly eminent in the Church for 
their worth and Service; and all becanſe 
they are not of their way : and beſides, 
through prejudice they deprive themſelves 
of many happy —_ of Spiritual 

growth , which otherwiſe they would 
at uſe of, And thoſe te? abound 
maſt in a well-grounded and regular Cha- 
rity, have, doubtleſs, the more of God's 
preſence and aſſiſtance with them for 
their Spiritual growth and comfort too, 
as others for want of it, have the leſs. 

If be that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in God, 
and God in bim 1 Joh. 4. 16.) then 
thoſe that moſt in Love, muſt 
needs have moſt of God's preſence, both 
to aſliſt, quicken, and comfort them. 
Live im Peace , and the God of Love and 
Peace ſhall be with you's to increaſe theſe 

and to help you to gy 
2 Cor. 
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, 13.-11,) and to give you c 
INS: ſome have found 


the ways of ſeparation 
—_ as a the Rickets, hinder 
» and not totally 


more goody and ſelf-conceited , more 
and im , lighting and de- 

others are much better than 

ves, and over-valuing themſelves 

npon —_— of the Form and 

arch ot into : and more un- 
ceniring others as carnal, 


this or hae int 0s pacty 0nlh, bur 
among all that do in things of ab- 
ſolute neceſſity to Salvation to all. For 
thoſe that are living, and not dead or 
benumb'd Members of Chriſt's Body, 
cannot 
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cannot but be pained with the reading of 
one Member of that Body from another, 
If one Member ſuffer, all the Member: 
uffer with it, 1 Cor. 12.26. Was it not 
a ſad fight to ſee the Man, in Afar. x. 5, 
cutting himſelf with ſtones ? And aq 
Argument that he was poſſeſſed with an 
evil Spirit? And I pray you how much 
leſs doleful is it to fee the People of 
God, Members of the ſame Body , cut- 
ting and wounding themſelves ? For 
they do when they cut and wonnd one 
another : For they are Members one of 
another, Rom, 12, 5, Alas, how unna- 
tural is this! For no Man yet ever bated 
bis own fleſh. Certainly where thus it is, 
they are under a Spiritual p_- and 
madneſs, and are objeCts of very great 
commiſeration as well as ns of 
at trouble and diſturbance in the 
ch of God. But, O the Comfort 

of Love (as the Apoſtle phraſeth it, Phil, 
2. 1.) and the pleaſantneſs of Peace, 
and the delight of harmony , which is 
like a well-tuned Inſtrument where there 
is no jarring. Bebold how good and plea- 
ſan 4 thing it is for Brethren to dwell toge- 
they in Unuy ! Plal, 133, 1. A great part 
of the comfort ofa Chriltian in this World, 
lies in his Commugion with Saiats: yo 
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wd ſaid, the Saints and excellent were all 
bis delight, Pal. 16. 3. And therefore a 
breach in this, muſt needs make a breach 
in a Chriſtians comfort. 
fork, calls loudly upon all foch a 
w_ upon as 
oovove themſlives to have any 
— or to be any Friends to it,and 
not betrayers of it, to Unite, and to cloſe 


ing 
do any thing that contributes thereto, but 
the contrary. One great means of faci- 
OO att nn dag. 
ting the Chriſtian Religion, and 

of bring aging it into reputation in the 
World, is the Union and good agreement 
of all Chriſt's followers. And therefore 
he prayed ſo earneſtly, as we heard before, 
that 4 4 all be one, 41 be and the Fa 
ther are one, that they alſo might be perfel# 
in one, and all for this end, abvals World 

believe that the Father bad ſent bum, 
Joh. 19. 20, 21. That Men might believe 
that he came from God indeed, and that 
be was no- Impoſtor, bat that his Goſpel 
is the infallible Truth, and that Religion 
which is thereby, is the only true 
th 
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Chriſt's followers are 
by whom the Goſpel is upbeld in 
t 
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the World, and held forth and witneſſed 
to the World : They bold forth the Ward of 
Life (Phil. 2. 16.) they are the Pillar and 
ground of the Truth, 1 Tim. 3. 15. And the 
more unanimous theſe are in judgment, 
affetion, and teſtimony, the ſtronger and 
more authentick will their teſtimony be, 
and the more Men will be drawn to conſi- 
der it, and to lay to heart the import of it. 
But the more they are divided about it,the 
more this Goſpel, this Religion,comes un- 
der ſuſpicion in the minds of many : and 
from their differing abont leſſer things,the 
ignorant, the weak, and unbelieving, will 
draw arguments of ſuſpicion and hefitati- 
on about the greater, and be ready tocon- 
clade the uncertainty of the whole, by 
their differing about a part ; eſpecially 
when their difference rites ſo high , and 
becomes ſo notorious and publick, as it 
does when they ſeparate about it, This 
is lamentably experienced,not only in the 
continned infidelity of Jews and Turks,but 
alſo in that Atheiſm and Scepticiſm, which 
hath ſo exceedingly increaſed upon us 
ſince theſe ſad times of Diviſion and Sepa- 
ration among vs. Our Diviſions unſettle 
the minds, uahinge and diſtract the Souls 
of many, that they know not whom to 
tollow, or where to fix: and by this 
means 
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means they are expoſed to be practiſed 
upon by ſeducers, and carried away. Your 
Diviſions cacourage ſeducers, and the 
Adverfacies of our Reformed Religion in 
theic deſigns againſt you, and invite them 
to attempt upon you; So that as long as 
you keep up your Divilions,they will make 
an advantage of it, grow upon you, and 
get ground, and by little and little draw 
away your hz and in concluſion, 
over-malter you, if by Uniting, you pre- 
yent them not. Your Adverlaries know 
the meaning of divide them iz Jacob, and 


ſeatter them in liracl, if you do not; and 


of thoſe wards, A K; droided agarnſt 
ic ſe, cannet ſtand. hath been, no 
d their practice by all the artifice 
they could, to raiſe and foment your Di- 
viſions, as it is ſtill to continue and in- 
creaſe them, as deſigning ruine to the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt chereby. And will you gra- 
tifie them herein ? And become their In- 
ſtruments to accompliſh your own deſtru- 
Rion and the d ion of that cauſe and 
intereſt which ſhould be more dear to you 
than your Lives? God forbid. And there- 
fore let no leſſer intereſts of worldly ad- 
vantage, be it profit, be it honour among 
Men, or reputation among a party, tempt 
you to betray this ous intereſt of ye 

d 
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Lord and Maſter, of Religion, and of your 
Souls. =o herein penny wiſe , and 
und fooliſh, Revive not t in 
Phil 2. 21, All ſeek their own, —_— - 

of Teſus Chriſt. 100m igion to] 
and dammage in the main, and in the ſub- 
ſtance of it, game eee oor 
table Circom . Be not ſo concerned 
for your Cabbin, as to expoſe the Ship to 
finking through nardy em 
| have now done : Only remember, | 
pray you, that the things wherein the di. 
vided parties profeſſedly agree, are ſuch as 
carry in them the main of Chriſtianity, 
and will make good Chriſtians indeed, if 
lived up to. hereas the things upon 
which we divide, are but diſputable opi. 
nions, the beſt of which on the one ſide or 
the other, will never make a good Chri- 
ſtian without the other. And you know 
what account God made of Men's zeal 
though it were for his own inſtitutions, as 
among the Jews of old, when they were 
reatly guilty of fins againſt Charity. 
hough Men be never ſo Orthodox in,and 
zealous for their opinions , yet if they 
have not Charity, they are but as ſound- 
ing braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal. A wiſe 
Man will not therefore value himſelf by 
that which is proper to ſuch or ſuch a 


party, 
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party, , but by that , Humility, and 
briety of mind with graces, which 
are common to thoſe that are ood indeed, 
in each : and by theſe he will value 
man what party ſoever , and how 
liferent ſocver from himſelf in by-opini- 
ons. If thoſe of each » Apa, or 
but ſteer by this compaſs, and pro 
their zeal to the Nature of 
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Here is great reaſon to think that 
matiy of the do 
hold it Lawfvl for Perſons in the capacity 
of private Members to join in Parochial 
Communion, who yet do not do ſo them. 
ſelves. The five diſſenti ethren that 
lived in ſeparation from ial Com. 
munion , yet did in their Apologetical 
Narration profeſs before God and the 
World, that all that conſcience 
they tonctived cleaved to our Pariſh-Churches, 
or of the "unwarr ant able power of Chierch. Go- 
vernours txertiſed thirem , did never work 
in' them er: , mach leſs opinion, 
but thier aouiendes the Pariſh 4 mage 
ons were the true Charthes and 
Chriſt , and the e Miniſtry thereof a true 
Mumſtry. And I have no reaſon to doubt 
but that very many of the preſent Non- 
Caonformiſts that never went ſo far as 
thoſe, are of the ſame opinion, who yet 
Irve not in communion with thoſe Pariſh- 
Churches, though they live among them. 
And I cannot but wonder that the ſenſe 
they muſt needs have of the ill rende 
of our Diviſions, and of the deſirableneſs 
of Peace and Unity, ſhould not deter _ 
rom 


and long for Peace and Unity in the 
Church, to-go as far as ever a good Con- 
fning of our ditkrences, and cling op 
. —_— 
the breach #mong us. by 
They ccarinot but know as well as all o- 
ther men, thatto break Chorch-Commuoni- 
on and rend the'Chorch, where men are 
not neceſſitated ro do ſo or to ſin,isSchiſm. 
And1 mvlt needs ſay they pot the Chari 


jon they | 
they might ſorbear to do without 4 
If they think their conceſſion rouchin 
the Lawfulnefs of Lay-Communion 
our Pariſh-Charches will free them from 
the guilt of Schiſm,though'they themſelves 
keepin no ſuch Communion, 1 may 'well 
pray them to conſider, whether that very 
thing doth not render their Schiſm in ſome 
reſpe&t more criminal 'than theirs who fe- 
parate as accounting our Churches no true 
Churches ; 


/ 
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Churches ; ſince it ſeems to proceed more 
from errour in the will (which is erronr 
of the worlt kind)thanSchiſm in the others 
doth ; and ſince their judgment and pra- 
tice ſeem more to enterfere, and toren- 
der them ſelf-condemned in their way, 
When tn that _ —_ be. 
tween the believing lieving 
Gentiles was Reine of ſepa 
ration between them, yet did with- 
draw and ſeparate himſelf from _—_— 


os end cad 
RS 
bas and other Chriſtians into the ſame diſſ 
mulation with himſelf, Gal. 2. 11, 12, 13. 

Theſe things conſidered , One would 
think they ſhould it far more 
ſafe, and leſs and more con- 
ducible to Peace, Unity, and Love, and 
a more way of obtaining the re- 
moval of for thoſe Non-Con- 
forming Miniſters that can, to maintain 
Communion as private Members with the 
Pariſhes, and to perſwade their hearers 
todo ſo too. 
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